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Message from the Headmaster
Quote:
QUOTE OF THE WEEK:
“Even in the face of difficult choices and less than ideal outcomes, an optimistic leader does not yield to pessimism.
Don't run away from challenges, RUN OVER THEM! -“Nike”
Simply put, people are not motivated or energised by pessimists.” Walt Disney Company’s CEO, Bob Iger.

In 1948, Clive Staples Lewis, who wrote the series of children’s books set in Narnia, wrote an essay called: “On Living in
an Atomic Age”
If we look at the current circumstances the world finds itself in, this essay is seemingly applicable today as it was 70plus years ago. His essay follows:
In one way we think a great deal too much of the atomic bomb.
“How are we to live in an atomic age?”
I am tempted to reply: “Why, as you would have lived in the sixteenth century when the plague visited London almost
every year, or as you would have lived in a Viking age when raiders from Scandinavia might land and cut your throat
any night; or indeed, as you are already living in an age of cancer, an age of syphilis, an age of paralysis, an age of air
raids, an age of railway accidents, an age of motor accidents.”
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In other words, do not let us begin by exaggerating the novelty of our situation. Believe me, dear sir or madam, you and all
whom you love were already sentenced to death before the atomic bomb was invented: and quite a high percentage of us
were going to die in unpleasant ways.
We had, indeed, one very great advantage over our ancestors—anesthetics; but we have that still. It is perfectly ridiculous
to go about whimpering and drawing long faces because the scientists have added one more chance of painful and
premature death to a world which already bristled with such chances and in which death itself was not a chance at all, but
a certainty.
This is the first point to be made: and the first action to be taken is to pull ourselves together.
If we are all going to be destroyed by an atomic bomb, let that bomb when it comes find us doing sensible and human
things—praying, working, teaching, reading, listening to music, bathing the children, playing tennis, chatting to our friends
over a pint and a game of darts—not huddled together like frightened sheep and thinking about bombs.
They may break our bodies (a microbe can do that) but they need not dominate our minds.
We need to make sure that our Graemian community stays strong and keeps themselves positive moving forward. With
all the negativity in the world at the moment and the effects and aftereffects of the COVID-19 pandemic still raging around
the world it is easy to fall into a state of uneasiness and depression. It is even easy to lead those around us into a similar
state. This is not the first time that the world has been faced by seemingly terrible odds, as is highlighted in the essay
above. Perhaps it is time for our communities to take the advice of C S Lewis and focus on those things over which we
have control: work, school, family and the simple pleasures in life. Through this we will be positive and through our
positivity, maybe we can be community leaders and energise our society as we work our way through difficult times.
K.Watson

Academic
Welcome Back:
Monday 24 August marks the return of the Grades 10s coming back to school and their timetable will remain the same.
On Monday, Grade 10MW will return to school (their days remain Monday and Wednesday and every alternate Friday - the
first one is on 4 September) and 10VT will return to school on Tuesday (Their days remain Tuesday and Thursday and
every alternate Friday - the first one is on 28 August. With the Grade 10s returning to school, Graeme College will finally
have all grades back. This is tremendously exciting and we look forward to seeing our Graemians back, even if it is under
very different circumstances.
Grade 12 Preliminary Examinations:
The Grade 12s are due to start their preliminary theory examinations on Monday 14 September. There are some practical
examinations in the week leading up to this. All Grade 12s have been given a copy of this timetable. They need to start
preparing now to ensure the best results that they can obtain, so that they can better their futures. The staff are in the
process of completing syllabi and parents need to start ensuring that the necessary learning is happening at home.

Uniform at schoolFull school uniforms will be worn on Mondays, Tuesdays and Fridays.
Full school tracksuit/school uniform will be worn on Wednesdays and Thursdays.
Campus Facilities:
Unfortunately, a reminder that all campus facilities are off limits/ out of bounds to our community members; as per
the state regulations.
Mr Watson has allowed affiliated coaches and staff to use various facilities, adhering to strict protocols which are busy
being established depending on the facility.
Sadly, this is very much out of our control, and in the meantime we are going to ask parents to be patient, as we work
through the logistics of this.
Slowly but surely the Graeme staff, will get our learners involved in activities that will have very strict social distancing
and sanitization procedures.
The safety of our learners and community members is always our priority.
Junior School Amesa Maths:
The following boys have been invited to write the second round of the Amesa Maths Competition:
Grade 4 : Rory Robertson
Grade 5 : Keathan Edwards
Grade 6 : Liam Bodill Rikus Pieterse, Iviwe Mshubeki
Grade 7 : Noah Tabensky, Cullen Goliath, Nicholas McKeown
The next round will be written in September.

Finance

Calendar
Google Calendar:
Please click on the link below to be directed to the school Google Calendar. The link helps you subscribe to the school
calendar which you can add to your phone, tablet or computer. Just click on the ‘plus sign’ at the bottom right hand
corner of the calendar.
http://www.graemecollege.co.za/calendar.html

Grade 12 Preliminary Timetable

Grade 5s
The Grade 5 boys are working hard on their car made from scratch for their Technology project.

Grade Rs

Grade 00s

Coronavirus (COVID-19) Awareness

