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Message from the Deputy Headmaster
Quote:
QUOTE OF
THE WEEK:
“She
is
either
wildly
naive
or
dangerously
intelligent"
- Anon
Don't run away from challenges,
RUN OVER
THEM! -“Nike”

September in South Africa is a time where hopefully everybody reflects on their own heritage, but also of the heritage of
others in South Africa. The one thing we have in common is that we are all African, and we share this country as our
home, together. We can easily list all the things that are wrong in our developing nation, but invariably you will wake up
angry and fall asleep anxious. We can focus on the negative, but then we can’t be surprised that we aren't ever really
happy. We live in the most naturally stunning country in the world, with arguably the best lifestyle possible. But sadly,
along with the other negative aspects, that probably isn't true for every South African. And as much as I want to believe
that we live in an utopia, it is also very sobering to consider the plight of others who are less fortunate. With that in
mind, it is even more important to celebrate our heritage and ask ourselves, what are we doing as individuals, to make
our country a better place for everybody to live. I look at our young learners, who actually struggle to understand the
concept of heritage. Most individuals try to celebrate their culture, beliefs and traditions. Maybe even more important
than that though, is to be aware and also celebrate our massive diversity ‘in the wider context of a nation that belongs
to all its people’.
There is a powerful quote by Mohamed Safa, which I think is so important to remember as a South African and a
Graemian. Interestingly, I have seen a lot of people reference its source as the great Nelson Mandela, but I am sure that
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he would have loved it as well. “Our world is not divided by race, colour, gender, or religion. Our world is divided into wise
people and fools. And fools divide themselves by race, colour, gender, or religion.” You can see why many people would
attribute the quote to the inspirational leadership of Nelson Mandela; he shared the same vision for South Africa. One
where we all celebrate each other and are always tolerant, understanding and respectful of our diverse cultures. Those
that seek to divide us, have probably loved 2020 as a year, but their time will always be limited. I believe our country will
grow stronger and stronger, and the people will become even more respectful of each other; more tolerant and more
understanding. Our role as educators is to teach that tolerance, and if any educator can't do that effectively, they are
simply in the wrong profession. If that happens enough across the country, any other view will eventually become
obsolete. My hope is that within an ever-changing society, that we will embrace this change. I grew up in a world where
the Marlboro and Camel man, were put on a pedestal, as an icon to emulate. These days, smoking is prohibited in any
public area. We live in a world where people have aggressively boycotted global companies like BP and VW, because of
‘mistakes’ that have hurt the environment. Why is it so insane to believe it will become ‘popular’ or ‘socially acceptable’
for people to refuse to accept intolerance in South Africa. I love it when people call me naive; I know I am. I just know the
type of world and country that I would like to live in one day. Maybe we just need a few more people to be a little more
naive.
In two weeks time, our nation will celebrate our heritage day. Maybe we need to celebrate it every day; starting today.
G van Molendorff

Academic
Uniform from Monday 14 September:
With 1 September marking the beginning of spring, from Monday 14 September full summer school uniform will need
to be worn every day by all boys. The only exceptions to this will be when the boys have Physical Education classes.
On these days boys will be expected to be in full school tracksuit. We trust that this step towards a disciplined routine
and work ethic as these young men start working towards their final examinations.

Campus facilities
Unfortunately a reminder that all campus facilities are off limits/ out of bounds to our community members; as per
the State Regulations.
Mr Watson has allowed affiliated coaches and staff to use various facilities, adhering to strict protocols, which are
busy being established, depending on the facility.
Sadly, this is very much out of our control, and in the meantime we are going to ask parents to be patient, as we work
through the logistics of this.
Slowly but surely the Graeme staff, will get our learners involved in activities that will have very strict social distancing
and sanitization procedures.
The safety of our learners and community members is always our priority.

Sports update:
Return to Extra-Curricular Activities: Cricket
Graeme will very slowly and cautiously start one-on-one practice sessions, within CSA prescribed guidelines. Only two
players will be allowed in the nets at a time, with specific sanitizing precautions. Players must just chat to their specific
coaches with regards to more details. At this stage, we are going to try focus on A teams only.

Timetable for Grades 4-7

School Magazine
The school magazine is a historical document of the growth of the school. It informs the future generation of students
about the traditions built up of their school and is the window to the activities of the school.
The 2019 Graeme College school magazine is available to buy for R150.00

Finance

Eco Brick Project
The Grant House boys are working on an eco brick project which was inspired by Dr Trevor Davies who started this idea in
Grahamstown. We will be working with the Grahamstown Project. Mrs Liz Manning is overseaing the making of the eco
bricks at Grant House. Plastic 2 litre bottles with lids are required and plastic packets etc to "stuff" into the bottles. Boxes
will be placed in the corridors in the junior school.
Please send your cleaned/sanitized plastic to school with your son and he can simply place it into the box in the corridor.
Ms White can be contacted at school for further information.
So far the boys this week have made 41 eco bricks and counting! The boys are desperate for plastic to fill them so we are
eagerly awaiting donations of plastic. The appeal is for plastic chip packets etc.

Grade 6s
Well done to the following Grade 6 learners on receiving the Leopard certificates.
Grade 6 DS:
Grade 6AR:
Liam Bodill
Cian Keulder
Lilo Booi
Heinrich Bouwer
Alhumile Maqungu
Jayden Brits
Leroy Adriaan
Athi Manyati
Larson Mckaiser
Iviwe Mshubeki
Kat Mhlope
Caden Sickle
Andrew Muir
Jovan Radovic
Lwakhe Nxozi
Rikus Pieterse
Keanu-Josh Rooi
Cairis Appollis
Rhys Wiblin
Ethan Mostert

Grade 4s
The gold group of Grade 4s had a chance to show off their amazing cars last Friday. We had some close competition and
the cars really picked up some speed. This just shows what you can do with recycled materials - what fun!

Grade 7s
Okuhle Madinda delivered an outstanding oral in Grade 7 this week. The topic was "The greatest advice I ever got was...".
With great confidence and energy, Okuhle shared that the best advice he ever got was "To respect his father and mother,
so that it would go well with him". Okuhle further mentioned that he included all elders and his teachers in this group that
should be accorded respect.

Grade 12s
Miss Morgan White had her last lesson with the matric maths boys before their exams this week. Good luck boys!

Next week the matric boys will be writing their exams. Below is the Grade 12 Preliminary timetable with the venues
included. The other is the new Grade 11 timetable.

Grade 12 Preliminary Examinations:
The Grade 12s commenced with some of their practical examinations this week and will begin their written examinations
next week. We wish them well in their preparations and urge them to really try and make the best of this examination
period. There is opportunity for them to consult with their teachers, but ultimately it is up to them to revise. These exams
can often be used as a predictor of final results and are therefore very important and will be closely monitored. Normal
school will resume at the conclusion of these examinations so that boys have time to go through any problematic areas
and so that necessary remediation can be done. A new copy of the timetable accompanies this newsletter. This timetable
includes the relevant venues for each examination.
Grade 11 Timetable:
From Monday 14 September, the Grade 11s will shift to a new timetable. Because the Grade 12s will be writing their
preliminary examinations, it is necessary to shift the Grade 11 timetable earlier in the day to allow us to maximize the use
of venues, so that there is time to sanitize and maintain social distancing. The new timetable will accompany this
newsletter and details all necessary changes. This includes venue changes and what will happen on the days where the
Grade 12s need to write in the hall. We trust that the Grade 11s will enjoy getting back into a school routine that allows
them to participate in some of the extra murals that will slowly start to become available.

Grade 11 Timetable

Jerusalema challenge and fundraiser
Graeme College has taken up the Jerusalema challenge as a fundraising initiative for the McKaiser old age home. We
encourage all Graemians to participate and parents are also welcome to join. Cost is R5 per person (donations are also
welcome). Social distancing and sanitizing will be practiced.

Date: Tuesday 22 September
Time: 13h10 to 14h00
Venue: Somerset Field
Dress code: School uniform with blazers and masks
JERUSALEMA DANCE CHALLENGE GRAHAMSTOWN - 27 September 2020:
Grahamstown has taken on the Jerusalema dance challenge! We need to get more than 700 people to break the Guinness
World record. Please try to support the initiative. This is also run as a fundraising initiative for Mc Kaiser old age home and
Makana revive and we will be asking a donation of R5 per entry.
Date: Sunday 27 September
Time: 15:00
Venue: Church square, Cathedral
Dress code: Civvies and masks

Grade 00
The Grade 00 class practiced their Jerusalema dance today and had so much fun in the process.

