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Message from the Deputy Headmaster
Quote:
QUOTE OF
THE WEEK:
'Minds are
like
flowers,
they
open
when
time
is right'
- Stephen
Don't run away from challenges,the
RUN
OVER
THEM!
-“Nike” Richards

One of the biggest values that we keep talking to our learners about, is integrity. Just by typing that, I realise how many
newsletters have used that topic as the weekly focus. There was a significant event a few days ago, which has grabbed
many headlines around the world with regards to sportsmanship and integrity.
James Teagle (British triathlon athlete) made a horrible mistake as he took a wrong turn at the very end of the
Santander triathlon event in Spain this weekend. He was narrowly chased for third spot by Diego Mentriga, who then
passed Teagle because of his mistake. Without hesitation, Mentriga paused a few metres later at the finish line and
waited for Teagle to finish in third position and claim the podium spot. Afterwards, Mentriga said: “He was in front of
me the whole time. He deserved it.”
In response to the great gesture, the race organisers awarded Mentriga a ‘honourary’ third spot with the same prize
money as Teagle. The short BBC clip can be found here:
BBC News - Diego Mentriga
Footage of Race: Santander Triathlon
info@graemecollege.co.za
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In a cut-throat society, these kinds of events might seem rare, but in reality you will find countless examples of this type
of integrity and sportsmanship. Even more importantly, you will find so many similar examples of respect between
athletes. I will never forget the charismatic and enigmatic Paolo Di Canio doing something similar in the most dramatic
fashion. During a English Premiership football game between Everton and West Ham in 2000, the Everton keeper hurt
himself badly on the edge of the box. With the ball running towards the corner of the field, it was crossed to Di Canio
with an open goal in front of him. He caught the ball and thereby stopped the game immediately. What made it more
significant, was that this was in the last minute of the game with the score locked at 1-1. Amazingly, that was 20 years
ago now, but people will still have strong memories of that incident. Likewise, you can’t think of Di Canio without
remembering that moment in sporting folklore.
Click here to see: Paulo Di Canio - Sportsmanship (Youtube)
We always play to win. It is a big part of our pride at Graeme and within South Africa in general. But we always play
within the rules and we always respect our opponents. The sports grounds are one of the best venues for the
education of our learners and it is crucial that we always have a combined message; from coaches, parents, teachers
and spectators. We aren’t just developing sportsmen, we are developing people. Great men, make great sportsmen.
Slowly but surely, we are getting back to a more normal scenario in schools and I know our young men are looking
forward to getting back on to the sports fields. Hopefully, they can look at the recent situation in Spain and learn from
Diego Mentriga. There is always a type of respect needed in sport, and without that respect, any victory is hollow.
G van Molendorff

Learner Dress and Neatness
Obviously the school has been very lenient with regards to uniform and neatness in the chaos of the pandemic. As the
normality slowly but surely returns and school can start to function as before, we ask parents to please support us with
regards to uniform and neatness. With learners wearing masks, a number of them have neglected shaving, which is
something we are hoping will be addressed at home.
Likewise, Graeme has strict and proud regulations around hair and uniform. We ask parents to please assist and send out
the same message to our learners. We are incredibly proud of our uniform and of how smart our learners look at all times.
Full summer school uniform will need to be worn every day by all boys. The only exceptions to this will be when the
boys have Physical Education classes. On these days boys will be expected to be in full school tracksuit. We trust that this
step towards a disciplined routine and work ethic as these young men start working towards their final examinations.

Campus facilities
A reminder that all campus facilities are off limits/ out of bounds to our community members; as per the State
Regulations.
Mr Watson has allowed affiliated coaches and staff to use various facilities, adhering to strict protocols, which are
busy being established, depending on the facility.
Sadly, this is very much out of our control, and in the meantime we are going to ask parents to be patient, as we work
through the logistics.
Slowly but surely the Graeme staff, will get our learners involved in activities that will have very strict social distancing
and sanitization procedures.
The safety of our learners and community members is always our priority.

Learner Leadership update
We have now completed the application and voting process for Leadership Portfolios. Please note the following dates,
especially the Induction Service on Thursday 8 October:
Monday 28 September - Confirmation of Portfolio Heads to learners
Monday 28 September - Voting for Head of College/ Head Boy & Deputy
Monday 28 September - Current G10 & 11 learners apply to be members of portfolios.
Thursday 8 October - Portfolio Head Induction Service (12h30)
*There will be learners that miss out of Portfolio Head positions, but they can still have a massive influence within their
portfolios as members. The exciting thing is that any member of a portfolio is able to be nominated for a Colours Award re
Leadership.

Arrangements from Monday 28 September
With the scaling back of certain restrictions, it has become necessary to lengthen the school day. This means that all boys
in Grades 1 - 11 will start the school day at 07h30. The school day for boys in Grades 3 - 11, for those who do not have
sport, will end at 13h30. The Grade 1s and 2s will finish at 13h00.
Boys will continue to come to school on the days allocated to their group. Obviously, this has been done so that the
social distancing protocols can be observed. For certain grades in the high school this has entailed altering the timetable
in order to allow for more contact time with staff. Copies of the new timetable for Grades 8 - 11 accompany this
newsletter.
Grade 1, 2 and 3:

Pre-Primary update:
Starting from Monday 28 September boys may be dropped off at school from 7:30
(school will start at 8am) and school will finish at 12:30. Boys must be brought to the
pre-primary gate by an adult. The boys will be screened at the gate before coming
into the preschool (adults must please say goodbye at the gate) At home time, the
boys will be brought out to the gate where they can be fetched. The weekly prescreening form will still need to be completed before the boys may enter.We are very
excited with this next step closer to normality for the boys. For now, boys will remain
in their two groups namely gold and blue on their relevant days.

Grade 12 Valedictory/Prize Giving
On Wednesday 21 October, we will have a combined Valedictory Service and Prize Giving for the Grade 12 learners and
their parents. Further details will be confirmed and conveyed asap. This is a fitting farewell after what has been a very
frustrating year for the current matric class.

English Olympiad 2021: Call for entries
Any boy currently in Grades 8 - 11 is eligible to write next year’s English Olympiad examination. This is scheduled to be
written on Tuesday 2 March 2021. While that sounds far away, candidates need to register by mid-October. It costs R90 to
enter the Olympiad. This includes the cost of the anthology which is entitled “This is my story”. It is a mixed genre
anthology which explores the themes of people and personas. Boys who are interested in this experience need to pay
their money to Ms Stamper by Monday 19 October 2020. Queries can be directed to Miss Kenyon.

SGB Budget Meeting 2021:

Timetable for Grades 4-7

Grade 12 Timetable
Grade 12 Preliminary Examinations:
The Grade 12s commenced with their written examinations this week. We wish them well in their preparations and urge
them to really try and make the best of this examination period. There is opportunity for them to consult with their
teachers, but ultimately it is up to them to revise. These exams can often be used as a predictor of final results and are
therefore very important and will be closely monitored. Normal school will resume at the conclusion of these
examinations so that boys have time to go through any problematic areas and so that necessary remediation can be
done. Please see the timetable below which includes the relevant venues for each examination.

Grade 3s
We stilll celebrate birthdays! The Grade 3 boys pictured below, celebrating special days of birth, with each other.

Grade 7s
Building a good school is really hard, building a great school requires sacrifice. A big shout out to these Grade 7 legends
who sacrificed part of their Heritage Day morning to water their Legacy Project trees on Junor. Bene Msindo, Ryno Benn,
Chris McLean, Dylan Long and Zipho Ntlokwana. You guys are stars!

School Magazine
The school magazine is a historical document of the growth of the school. It informs the future generation of students
about the traditions built up of their school and is the window to the activities of the school.
The 2019 Graeme College school magazine is available to buy for R150.00

Finance

Eco Brick Project
The Grant House boys are working on an eco brick project which was inspired by Dr Trevor Davies who started this idea in
Grahamstown. We will be working with the Grahamstown Project. Mrs Liz Manning is overseaing the making of the eco
bricks at Grant House. Plastic 2 litre bottles with lids are required and plastic packets etc to "stuff" into the bottles. Boxes
will be placed in the corridors in the junior school.
Please send your cleaned/sanitized plastic to school with your son and he can simply place it into the box in the corridor.
Ms White can be contacted at school for further information.
So far the boys this week have made 62 eco bricks and counting! The boys are desperate for plastic to fill them so we are
eagerly awaiting donations of plastic. The appeal is for plastic chip packets etc.
Thanks to everyone for bringing in their contributions so far. We challenge all boys to make their very own bricks and
bring them in. They must weigh between 400-600 grams.

Sports
2021 1st team rugby squad practices their pre-season work out.

Grant House
In recognition of the South African culinary tradition of holding a braai, the Grant house boys did just that on Heritage Day.

Jerusalema challenge and fundraiser
Thank you to everyone who participated in the Jerusalema dance. It was a huge success! The video can be seen here on
our school Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/GraemeCollege/videos/1037443760009113/
JERUSALEMA DANCE CHALLENGE GRAHAMSTOWN - 27 September 2020:
Grahamstown has taken on the Jerusalema dance challenge! We need to get more than 700 people to break the Guinness
World record. Please try to support the initiative. This is also run as a fundraising initiative for Mc Kaiser old age home and
Makana revive and we will be asking a donation of R5 per entry.
Sunday 27 September 15:00-16:00 (Cathedral)
Grahamstown/ Makhanda will take part in the Jerusalema dance challenge at the cathedral aiming to beat the 700
participants in Plettenberg Bay.
Come be a part of this great innovation to break the Guinness world record for flash mobs.
Dress code: Colours of Africa

