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QUOTE OF THE WEEK: 
Don't run away from challenges, RUN OVER THEM! -“Nike”

 
 

 

 Dr L Shaw – Physical Science and Life Sciences
 Miss J de Jong – Computer Application Technology and Mathematics
 Mr L Mafane – Grade 4
 Mrs C Johnson – Grade 3
 Mrs L Niesing – Music Department

On behalf of the entire Graeme College Staff, we welcome you all back to school. We welcome, especially, our new
children and their families and assure you that you will soon feel very welcome and hopefully become an integral part
of Graeme College.

A big welcome to our new teaching staff.  I know that these fine educators will be an asset to Graeme College.

In 1964, Bob Dylan wrote what he hoped would be an anthem for his times.  He titled it simply “The times they are a-
changing’”.  He even makes reference to senators and congressmen needing “to heed the call”.  Never has this line
been truer than now.  It seems for every step taken forward, we need to fight against slipping backward.  Petty fights
need to be forgotten and new survival techniques need to be found for going forward.

Quote: 
“Gratitude makes sense of our past, brings peace for today, and creates a vision for tomorrow.” - Melody Beattie
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Message from the Headmaster



Christopher Reeve said: “Once you choose hope, anything’s possible”. The simple question which follows from this is: Are
you ready to prepare the way? While I realise that cultivating positive attitudes and orientations, guided by the idea of the
common good is a complex process, I firmly believe that we need to involve a long-term commitment from all relevant
stakeholders. We can ignite and foster a positive and hopeful vision of education at Graeme College by doing the very
best we can with the talents we have and the opportunities at our disposal.

One still needs to be mindful that life continues to be unsettling and difficult for our learners, staff and parents.  However,
we can make 2021 a success story by working together in a cohesive, assured, caring and supportive community such as
ours, and from this we should continue to draw much strength.

All the best for 2021.
Mr Watson
Headmaster

"As Graeme College approaches its 150th  birthday in 2023 we look to the past and celebrate numerous milestones of
significant success and achievement. However as we look to the future we are determined to continue to inspire our
boys toward future greatness. We do not want our boys to rest and rely on past glory, we want them to take a hold of their
destinies and become the future leaders and champions we know they can be. In order to do this we want to offer our
boys the best possible facilities to assist them to achieve their dreams. We could think of no better way to do this
than to open a multi-purpose indoor sports facility as Graeme College turns 150 in 2023. What better way to celebrate an
incredible milestone of an incredible school? And what better way to open the way for another 150 years
of growth, achievement and success. Sport is an unbelievable banner of unity and togetherness at Graeme College.

It has enormous power for good, both for the individual and the community. It has the ability to change the way Graeme
boys think about themselves and the world that they live in. It can challenge their assumptions about their own
ability, about what it means to work hard and the sacrifice required to achieve a standard of excellence.
The indoor sports facility would provide the space for world-class strength and conditioning equipment and training,
indoor cricket nets and meeting/coaching rooms. We are determined not to wait another century before producing our
next international fly-half or cricket all-rounder. This project seeks to celebrate and affirm our past, while embracing –
with great passion – our shared future."



Textbook Packs

Return to classes

Readiness Tests and Extra Lessons

Foundation Phase

Last week we were privileged to welcome back many of our grades for an orientation programme.  At these meetings, the
class timetables were distributed and packs of textbooks were allocated to all boys in Grades 8 - 12.  The textbooks were
allocated according to subject choice.  Boys were given a change to check that they had all their textbooks.  This was in
preparation for this week’s lessons so that 2021 could start with a solid week of teaching.  We are hoping that all the
ground lost in 2020 can be made up and that boys will heed the need to start working from the first day of the school year.

It is so exciting to have all the young men of Graeme College back at school and ready to face all the challenges of 2021.  It
was encouraging to see the joy that many of the boys displayed in being back at school and picking up with ideas and
friendships and extramurals, where allowed.  School started a bit differently.  It is strange when you compare the start of
this year with the start of last year to realise that we have adapted and changed so much.  Everyone wears their mask. 
 Sanitising is mandatory and new, inventive one-way systems have been developed for the passages.  This system has
been implemented because it is very necessary for the Graemians to re-establish good working habits.  For those in
Grades 10 - 12 who are wanting to study further after school, routine and academic exercise are a necessity.  We have had
a very good first week back and all teachers have been hard at work to cover as much ground as they can.  We need our
boys to be advantaged as the year progresses.

Over the next two weeks, readiness tests will be administered to all boys in Grades 8 and 9.  These results will be
communicated to parents, once they become available.  These tests will also help determine which boys need help and
where their specific weaknesses lie.  Once these have been determined, extra classes will be advertised in the newsletter. 
 These classes will be mainly directed at boys who need help with Mathematics and English.

Mrs Nel is so proud of the Grade 1s and how they have settled into “big school”. They all look very smart in their school
uniforms. Miss Wilmot is thrilled to be reunited with her Grade R class from 2019, who are now in Grade 2 with her. The
Grade 3s are enjoying the new challenges presented to them by their new teacher, Mrs Johnson who joined the Graeme
family this year. A friendly reminder that ONLY Grade 1, 2 and 3 boys may be dropped and fetched at the Foundation 
 Phase circle. The road past the school offices is a 1-way. Please enter via the school main gate and exit via hostel gate.
Boys need to be collected on time from school. Grade 1 and 2 boys finish at 13:00. We understand that some of them
wait for older siblings to come out at 13:30 and will be looked after until then. Grade 3 boys finish at 13:30.
Below: The Grade 1's enjoying their first physical education class this week.

Academics



Heinrich Bouwer
Jayden Brits
Giano Fourie
Torres Fourie
Cian Keulder
Thabang Madiba
Iviwe Mshubeki
Hendrik Myburgh

Congratulations to the leaders inducted today. The Junior School have revamped their leadership structure and will have
all Grade 7 learners taking leadership positions throughout the year. 

Congratulations to the following Monitors for Term 1:

Below: The Grade 7 monitors had a productive training session with Mr Riddin, Mr Xonxa and Mr Swift. They workshopped
all aspects of leadership and management, as well as starting the process of setting personal goals and standards. 

Junior School Leadership

Lwakhe Nxozi
Jovan Radovic
Keanu-Josh Rooi
Caden Sickle
Erin Stevens
Enrique Strydom
Rhys Wiblin



Leadership Workshop
The new Senior School leadership team had a brilliant workshop this past Sunday. The highlight was an incredible
session run by Mr Trevor Amos. Obviously there are very close links between Mr Amos and the school, and we were
delighted that he was able to provide some incredible insight for our learners. We are always so privileged and thankful for
his ongoing support of our school. His passion for Graeme and enthusiasm for all that we do is remarkable. We wish them
and Mr De Lacy luck for the year. They have started off on a perfect note.

Below: It was certainly a different way to celebrate Valentine's Day. The portfolio heads joined together in attending a
training seminar. Well done to all involved.

Cullen Goliath – Grade 8 JvM  
Leon Mwepu – Grade 8 MP
Makabongwe Mancam – Grade 9 SA
Murray Tyson – Grade 9 NH
Sithuthuzele Madondile - Grade 10 VT
Achumile Mnandi - Grade 10 LN
Sibu Dambuza - Grade 11 FS
Mihlali Kobese - Grade 11 PDL
David Tyson - Grade 12 LF 
Wuthando Funani - Grade 12 MW

In the Senior School we have elected a leadership group who run exciting new portfolios. They work closely with the RCL
group which is democratically elected from each class in the Senior School. We also inducted the RCL in todays service:

Senior School Leadership

Music

Senior Steelband rehearsals will start from Monday 22 February at the following times.
Monday 22 February - 13h30-14h00 - Grade 8JVM
Monday 22 February - 14h00-14h30 - Grade 8MP
Tuesday 23 February - 13h30-14h00 - Grade 9NH
Tuesday 23 February - 14h00-14h30 - Grade 9SA
Wednesday 24 February - 13h30-14h30 - Grade 10 and Grade 11
Friday 26 February - 13h30 - 14h30 - Grade 12



For easy movement of traffic, please adhere to the following: 

1)  Only Foundation Phase boys (Grade 1, 2 & 3) may be dropped or collected from the front of the school.  This must take
place at the “circle” and not in front of the main entrance to the school building.
2)  Between the times of 07h15 and 07h45, please use the main school gate as an entry ONLY and please exit the campus
via the Grant House (boarding establishment) gate i.e. one way.
3)  Boys in Grades 4 to 12 must be dropped off and collected at the Graemian Centre car park or at the Selborne or
swimming pool gates i.e. at the back of the school. 

Please adhere to a speed limit of 20km/hour on the school roads and be a responsible road user.

Finance

Traffic control

Events

We still have space for a few more
teams. Please support us by entering
your team today. It’s sure to be a lot of
fun! Please contact Mr van der Meulen
for any queries. 



Sports
Cubs Cricket

Fixtures & GPL

Three of our players were involved in the Warriors Cubs (u19) Franchise tournament earlier in the year. This is one level
higher than the national u19 cricket week, and to have three of our players involved is incredible. Young Aphiwe Mnyanda
set the stage alight, while the experienced Sonwabile Tshona and Garwin Dampies would have probably wanted to
perform a little better at the prestigious tournament.

There has been so much debate about the return to non-contact sport. As it stands, schools are permitted to participate 
 in non-contact sport matches. We have  put a vast number of protocols in place, and feel that we are indeed ready to go
ahead with internal cricket fixtures asap.
The draft has been finalized for the internal Graeme College Premier League cricket tournament (GPL). There are four
senior teams and four junior teams. 

Fixtures for Saturday 20 February 2021

Internal Cricket Camps

The underdog Royals clinched a fine victory over the Warriors on Thursday. Defending only 86, the Royals put in a sublime
bowling performance to snatch a very close win. The Giants made easy work over the defending champions which sets the
GPL up for an exciting tussle going forward. Our cricketers loved being back on the field, and are getting stuck into the
internal fixtures.

Tuskers vs Capitals on Junor A 
Super Kings vs Knight Riders on Junor B 
Boys to meet at Junor fields at 08h30

Various cricket camps have taken place across a wide spectrum of age groups in the lead up to schools returning on
Monday 15 February. It was amazing to see the Graemians getting stuck in again. They worked incredibly hard in the
intense heat over a number of days. Thank you too, to our incredible staff group who put so many hours into the various
clinics and practices.



Junior Cricket Fixtures

Tennis

Swimming

Monday 22 February 2021:
14:15 - 15:45  U11 Cricket Trials 
15:45 - 17:15 U13 Cricket Trials 
Boys to be neatly dressed and must provide their own equipment. 
Social distancing must be followed and all boys must wear a mask .

Senior tennis matches vs SAC on Monday 22 February 
Open boys at Graeme at 15:15
U/15 at SAC at 16:15
Boys are looking forward to their first match since March 2020!

The swimming pool is back in use and it is great seeing our boys enjoying swimming on these hot summer days. Below: An
enthusiastic group of senior water polo players started training this week - ensuring that all Covid-related protocols were
adhered to.  

Sports
Below are some pictures of the various cricket practices and clinics that have been taking place.



Pre-Primary

The Grade 00 class had their first taste of official Graeme College tennis coaching this last Wednesday. With all Covid
protocols in place, it was fantastic to see them on the court, getting to experience “normal” extra murals.

The Pre-primary boys celebrated Valentine’s Day last week- with a Fun Friday dress up in red and white and doing crafts to
take home for their special loved ones.

Today was “wear your favourite colour day” at Pre-Primary and the boys managed to make a rainbow.



Grade 1s 

The Grade 1 learners have been expanding their vocabularly in Mathematics. The boys had an opportunity to construct
objects of their own choice.

The Grade 2 boys enjoyed their first week of school, seeing their friends again and having all their class mates together
everyday. They have adapted well to the new “normal” and our various ways of greeting.

Grade 2s 



Grade 3s 

The Grade 3 learners have been practicing their cursive writing skills as well as number families this week.

The Grade 4 learners are very happy to be back at school and in full classes. Our theme for the year is all about being a
True Graemian (a Son of the Leopard).

Grade 4s 

Grade 6s 
Mr Riddin took a snap of his Grade 6 class
on the very first period of the very first day
in term 1. The Grade 6s are already
captured hard at work! 



Grade 12s 

The Grade 12 boys have been working hard this week learning about organic chemistry with their new teacher, Dr Lauren
Shaw. Dr Shaw is the Physical Science and Life Sciences educator whom we have recently welcomed into the Graeme
College staff family.


