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QUOTE OF THE WEEK: 
Don't run away from challenges, RUN OVER THEM! -“Nike”
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Message from the Deputy Headmaster

WEEKLY NEWSLETTER

Friday 22 April 2022

“Sport has the power to change the world. It has the power to inspire. It has the power to unite people in a way
that little else does. It speaks to youth in a language they understand.” - Nelson Mandela.

 
 
 
 
 

Picture: Graeme College 1st XV team: photo from: https://www.stjohnscollege.co.za/rugbyfestival/

I know why I want to share this message in our newsletter, which has been shared in social media circles recently. It is a
message that we speak about so often - but I am also aware that a big part of our competitive nature at Graeme College is
a crucial part of our culture. When is it important to be competitive, and where/ when are we overstepping that mark? At
what stage does winning the contest become more important than the participation and the lessons learnt. We want our
learners to be competitive and we want to teach them to never back down and always have pride in what they do… and
have belief in themselves and in their school. It is such an important South African lesson to learn. However, there are
boundaries that we need to stay within. We can't forget to respect the beauty of the sport and what it entails. When I read
this - I knew that I needed to share it and ask people to reflect a bit:

At a fundraising dinner for a school that serves children with learning disabilities, the father of one of the students
delivered a speech that would never be forgotten by all who attended. After extolling the school and its dedicated staff, he
offered a question… 'When not interfered with by outside influences, everything nature does is done with perfection. Yet
my son, Shay, cannot learn things as other children do. He cannot understand things as other children do. Where is the
natural order of things in my son?' The audience was stilled by the query. The father continued. 'I believe that when a
child like Shay, who was mentally and physically disabled comes into the world, an opportunity to realize true human 
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nature presents itself, and it comes in the way other people treat that child.' Then he told the following story: Shay and I
had walked past a park where some boys Shay knew were playing baseball. Shay asked, 'Do you think they'll let me play?'
I knew that most of the boys would not want someone like Shay on their team, but as a father I also understood that if my
son were allowed to play, it would give him a much-needed sense of belonging and some confidence to be accepted by
others in spite of his handicaps. I approached one of the boys on the field and asked (not expecting much) if Shay could
play. The boy looked around for guidance and said, 'We're losing by six runs and the game is in the eighth inning. I guess
he can be on our team and we'll try to put him in to bat in the ninth inning..' Shay struggled over to the team's bench and,
with a broad smile, put on a team shirt.. I watched with a small tear in my eye and warmth in my heart. The boys saw my
joy at my son being accepted. In the bottom of the eighth inning, Shay's team scored a few runs but was still behind by
three. In top of the ninth inning, Shay put on a glove and played in the right field. Even though no hits came his way, he
was obviously ecstatic just to be in the game and on the field, grinning from ear to ear as I waved to him from the stands.
In the bottom of the ninth inning, Shay's team scored again. Now, with two outs and the bases loaded, the potential
winning run was on base and Shay was scheduled to be next at bat.

At this juncture, do they let Shay bat and give away their chance to win the game? Surprisingly, Shay was given the bat.
Everyone knew that a hit was all but impossible because Shay didn't even know how to hold the bat properly, much less
connect with the ball. However, as Shay stepped up to the plate, the pitcher, recognizing that the other team was putting
winning aside for this moment in Shay's life, moved in a few steps to lob the ball in softly so Shay could at least make
contact. The first pitch came and Shay swung clumsily and missed. The pitcher again took a few steps forward to toss the
ball softly towards Shay. As the pitch came in, Shay swung at the ball and hit a slow ground ball right back to the pitcher.
The game would now be over. The pitcher picked up the soft grounder and could have easily thrown the ball to the first
baseman. Shay would have been out and that would have been the end of the game. Instead, the pitcher threw the ball
right over the first baseman's head, out of reach of all team mates. Everyone from the stands and both teams started
yelling, 'Shay, run to first! Never in his life had Shay ever run that far, but he made it to first base. He scampered down the
baseline, wide-eyed and startled. Everyone yelled, 'Run to second, run to second!' Catching his breath, Shay awkwardly
ran towards second, gleaming and struggling to make it to the base. By time Shay rounded towards second base, the
right fielder had the ball. The smallest guy on their team who now had his first chance to be the hero for his team. He
could have thrown the ball to the second-baseman for the tag, but he understood the pitcher's intentions so he, too,
intentionally threw the ball high and far over the third-baseman's head. Shay ran toward third base deliriously as the
runners ahead of him circled the bases toward home. All were screaming, 'Shay, Shay, Shay, all the Way Shay.' 

Shay reached third base because the opposing shortstop ran to help him by turning him in the direction of third base, and
shouted, 'Run to third! As Shay rounded third, the boys from both teams, and the spectators, were on their feet
screaming, 'Shay, run home! Run home!' Shay ran to home, stepped on the plate, and was cheered as the hero who hit
the grand slam and won the game for his team. 'That day', said the father softly with tears now rolling down his face, 'the
boys from both teams helped bring a piece of true love and humanity into this world'. Shay didn't make it to another
summer. He died that winter, having never forgotten being the hero and making me so happy, and coming home and
seeing his mother tearfully embrace her little hero of the day!

It is a stunning story with a profound message. My worry - is a question of whether we forget to see the beauty and power
in sport at times. There are powerful lessons to be learnt, where the result isn't the most important outcome. We can't
forget that sport is one of the greatest tools of education. This means that we must always be aware of our role as
educators within that context. We can't ever forget that even if we are coaches - we are still (and foremost) educators -
and education is a far more important outcome than winning a contest. Gary Kirsten talks about our personal ego being a
massive inhibiting factor which stops us from embracing this type of philosophy. It is so true. Sometimes we see the team
that we coach, as a reflection of who we are, and we see their results in the same way. That is the reason that coaches
often behave in a way that would make them cringe, if they had to watch themselves. Identifying that we have an ego - is
the first step to actually understanding how to interact with our team, and how to behave on the side of a sports field. 

Kevin Watson
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Sport is far greater than any individual or any team - forget that and it will teach you a harsh lesson.

Gregg van Molendorff

 

Second Rhodes University Presentation
On Wednesday 4 May 2022, Dr McConnachie will present the second of two lectures titled, “COPYRIGHT: What is it and
why is it important?”. Anyone from Grade 10 - 12 who is interested needs to be seated in the music school auditorium by
14h15. Find out how artists like Dr Dre have got themselves into trouble. A must attend for all music students and those
interested in careers in law or sound engineering.

Grade 10 and 11 Life Orientation Examinations
In order to relieve some of the stress of the examination period for the boys, the Life Orientation examinations will be
written next week. This will be done as part of the normal school day. Details are as follows:

Mathematics Support
Mrs Boynton has kindly offered to give Mathematics support classes after school on Mondays to Thursdays from 13h45 -
14h45 in her classroom. Boys will be given an opportunity to do their Mathematics homework with guidance from a
teacher. Any boy from Grade 9 - 12 who got less than 60% for Mathematics at the end of Term 1 is encouraged to attend
these sessions.
 

Academic

Art
Bathurst Art show GC winners:

Gr 7 Tristan Boy Gold
Gr 4 Liyema Mali Gold
Gr 4 Alupheli Dondashe Silver
Gr 5 Honela Kuselo Silver
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Music

Steelband rehearsal times: 

Choir

New marimba times: 

Monday: 14h00 - 14h30  Beginner Steelband  (Grade 8)
14h30 - 15h00 Intermediate Steelband (Grade 9)
Tuesday: 13h30 - 14h15  Senior A Steelband
14h15 - 15h00  Senior B Steelband (Grade 10)
Friday: 14h00 - 15h00  Senior A Steelband
 

Junior Choir: Mondays 14:00-14:45
* Please note that if your son does sport on a Monday before 
3pm, he has standing permission to join his sport practise 
after choir practice has ended.
Senior Choir: Thursdays 13:00-14:30

Marimba A:
Mondays at 14h00-15h00
Marimba B:
Tuesdays at 13h30-14h15
Marimba C:
at 13h30 - 14h15

New practise points:
Ben Shaw 3
Gabriel Corrēa 3
Bongi Toto 4
Uthmaan Motara 2
Bilaal Motara 3
Gustav Jordaan 2
Yolani Jimmy 3
Junaid Douglas 3
Ezlin Swartz 2
Lusenathi Manzana 2
Ezinhle Ngubane 2
Lihlomile Mdenka 2
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Music

Steelband
On Saturday 9 April the Steelband performed at the Rhodes University Graduation Garden Party. An event that has
featured the band since 1997. Playing through cold and wet conditions, the band entertained the audience with their
warm melodies.

  

Events
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The Grade 3 boys are introduced to the art of public speaking through Show-and-Tell and story-telling. This week’s Show-
and-Tell was integrated with the language concept being learnt ie. adjectives, as it involved bringing along something
from home and giving a description of the object. The class were entertained by some very interesting items, such as live
chickens, hyena skulls etc. These opportunities have also brought about a huge growth in confidence for a lot of the boys
in the class.

  

Grade 3



The Grade 4s did some stunning art for Easter! Some beautiful creations that we are so proud of.
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Grade 4 
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Graemian of the Week:
Uyapha Madodonke is our Graemian of the Week. Mrs Greyling's assembly
this week focused on 'Never giving up!'. Uyapha found academics a
struggle in Term 1. He certainly did not give up. Instead he pushed on,
doing his best and striving to improve every day. For not giving up,
Uyapha is our Graemian of the Week. Congratulations and keep it up!

  

Junior School

Notch Kings of the Week:
Below are the Notch Kings for the week. Good manners, kindness and wisdom are values that we pass on to every little
heart. Bit by bit, in every activity and every lesson, until it becomes second nature. These boys pictured have done good
deeds this week and deserve the recognition of Notch King. Congratulations and keep it up!
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A little treat goes a long way 
Isenam stays in hostel and went home for the Easter weekend. He was
surprised on Tuesday to find a treat in his pencil case from his mom.
The smile on his face and the joy in his eyes made everyone in the class
see how much this little man loves his mother and appreciated the
small treat more than words can describe. He told his teacher to please
send her a message to say he loves her. 

Let’s always remember your little boys grow up very fast and appreciate
you as parents more than you know.

Below: Grade 4 Leopard certificates and Grade 6 Leopard certificates.

  

Junior School



Wednesday 13 April

Tuesday 19 April

Wednesday 20 April

Makana Squash League

GCJ3 won against GCJ2 9-8 in games

SFP won against GC2, 10 - 8

VGHS won against GCJ3 11 - 10
Wyverns won against GC1 11-3

The U13 squash boys went to a squash festival at St Stithians in Johannesburg. The boys played incredibly very well and
their behaviour was impeccable and faultless.

Results as follows:
Won vs St Stithians boys Prep 11 - 5
Won vs St Johns Prep 14 - 5
Won vs St Marys 13 - 3
Won vs St Stithians Girls Prep 14 - 0
Won vs KEPS 14 - 0
Won vs Festival team 12 - 3
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Squash



Damian Swart took part in the Nanaga Mountain Bike Challenge on the first Sunday of the school holidays. He entered
into the 30km route which was challenging and had an elevation of almost 700m. Damian took on the challenge and
came 9th in his age group which was really amazing as the Grey PE and Framesby riders took part. Mr Wille also took part
in the 30km ride as Graeme made its first appearance at a registered event. 
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Mountain Biking

Hockey
1st team hockey vs Cambridge High School this afternoon. Results as follows: 1st team versus Cambridge: lost 3-1. U15A
versus Cambridge U14A lost 3-2.



Helpmekaar lost 7-10
St Johns College won 28-7 
Welkom Gim lost 24-26

St John's Rugby Festival was held over the Easter weekend. 1stXV results were as follows:

HELPMEKAAR EDGE GRAEME COLLEGE 10-7 IN TIGHT BATTLE
Pictures and information from: https://www.stjohnscollege.co.za/rugbyfestival/?page_id=4423
In the first College game in the 25th edition of the St John’s College Easter Rugby Festival, proudly sponsored by
Standard bank and brought to you by Supersport Schools, Johannesburg outfit Helpmekaar Kollege locked horns with
Graeme College from the Eastern Cape.The game was a tight battle throughout, with Graeme College putting in a great
effort in containing Helpmekaar’s powerful runners but unfortunately it was not enough as they conceded a converted try
in the dying moments of the game, to go down 10-7. Before conceding late, Graeme College had looked like they would
hold onto a famous victory, after having enjoyed a slim 7-3 lead. The score at the interval was even testament to the close
encounter, with Helpmekaar having had a 3-0 lead.In the end, well done to both teams for an entertaining display.
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Rugby

https://www.stjohnscollege.co.za/rugbyfestival/?page_id=4423


GRAEME COLLEGE CLAIM WELL DESERVED 28-7 WIN OVER ST JOHN’S BLUES
Pictures and information from: https://www.stjohnscollege.co.za/rugbyfestival/?page_id=4432
This particular match was always set to light up the festival as both St John’s College and Graeme College were in search
of their first wins after being defeated at the hands of Hoerskool Nelspruit and Helpmekaar Kollege respectively on day
one. 
Graeme College looked dangerous from the start, showing great flair with their running brand of rugby. The Eastern Cape-
based school quickly raced to a 21-7 lead at the break, but credit to the St John’s Blues who always fought hard against
highly skillful opposition. The only St John’s try in the game was pure individual brilliance after the team had struggled to
breach the Graeme College defensive line.
The second half was a bit scrappy from both sides with some handling errors due to the wet conditions. St John’s created
a few scoring opportunities in an attempt to find a way back into the game but Graeme College’s defense held strong.
The scoreboard reflected a 28-7 win for Graeme College at the end, but the game was a lot closer in terms of the play.
Congratulations to both teams for a great contest, and an even better playing spirit.
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Rugby

https://www.stjohnscollege.co.za/rugbyfestival/?page_id=4432


LAST GASP HEROICS SAW WELKOM COME AWAY WITH A 26-24 VICTORY OVER A COURAGEOUS GRAEME COLLEGE
Pictures and information from: https://www.stjohnscollege.co.za/rugbyfestival/?page_id=4436
Graeme College was very unlucky in the end to lose out to Welkom Gimnasium, but credit must be given to Welkom who
had to put in a big effort to claw their way back into the game. In the end, a converted try in the last move saw Welkom
claiming a hard-fought 26-24 win in a dramatic fashion.
The first half was scrappy with both teams, like the ones before them, struggling with unforced errors. Graeme was the
team that adapted best to the conditions first, going into drawing first blood through a penalty try. The Eastern Cape-
based school quickly hit back again to see themselves 12-0 up. That wouldn’t be the end of the scoring, with Graeme
eventually going 17-0 up, before Welkom got their consolation 7-pointer before the break, seeing both teams head off to
halftime with Graeme 17-7 up.
The second half was thrilling as Welkom mounted an incredible comeback, clearly motivated by the interval talk from the
coaches. It did however take a last-minute converted penalty by Welkom to see them stealing the game at the death,
shattering Graeme’s hearts as they eclipsed them with a 26-24 win. 
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Rugby

https://www.stjohnscollege.co.za/rugbyfestival/?page_id=4436


On Wednesday this week GC played against Mzanzi and Mary Waters: 
4ths beat Mzansi academy 27-22
U15b beat Mzansi academy 37-12 
U14b lost to Mary Waters u14a 24-33
Below: GC U16B lost to Mary Waters U16A 19-24. Here are a few snapshots of the very tight game. 
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Rugby

Below: Our U15B's and 4ths had the privilege of taking on the exciting Mzanzi Team. Such great spirit was shown!

  



Well done to the the rugby teams for their good performances against Gill College.
Results: 1st XV won 67-6
2nds won 59-0
U16A won 59-0
U15A won 24-0
U14A won 56-0

Junior Results vs Gill 
U9A won 27-0 
U11B won 24-12
U11A won 26 - 5
U13B won 60-0
U13A won 24-7
Below pictures: U13A rugby pictures from the day.
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Rugby
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Well done to the the rugby teams for their excellent performances against Gill. The 1st XV won 67-6 against Gill College, in
Somerset East. Here are a few stunning visuals of their game.

  

Rugby
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Last week the Leopard Cubs were ecstatic when they heard that the Easter Bunny had hopped over to the pre-primary
school to say hello. The Grade 00's arrived to a trail of the bunny’s footprints- evidence that he had definitely been there
the night before! The boys had a day filled with Easter activities including making fun and silly Easter hats, they had to find
pictures of things that started with the letter Ee, and then of course the much anticipated Easter egg hunt. The Grade R
boys also went on a garden Easter egg hunt and made some beautiful bunny art. What a memorable day was had!

Pre-Primary
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For our fun Friday this week we dressed up as our favorite book character. The Grade R and the Grade 00 boys went all out
and got creative. Such a fun way to show the importance of reading and how early reading ignites creativity, sparks
curiosity and stimulates the imagination in young children as well as the important role it plays in their development.

Pre-Primary



Library times
The library will be open at first break only, every day. If you would like your son to study in the library in the afternoons, you
need to write a letter to the school (Mrs Strutt) to get permission. Thank you for your cooperation.

The Graeme College second-hand clothing shop will be open between 13h00 and 14h00 every Monday, Wednesday and
Friday (excluding public holidays and school holidays). Please contact Mrs Mary Siebritz should you have any queries.
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Library 

Instagram:

Facebook:

Covid Questionnaire - must be completed by all visitors and sports teams visiting Graeme College. It must be
completed on the day that you visit. Click on this link: http://bit.ly/GCcovidQ
Awsum App:

Do you follow us on the following platforms? 

@graemecollege
@graemeboys 

Graeme College 

https://www.awsum.co.za/download-the-awsum-app-for-schools

Stay Connected

Calendar
Link to Graeme College Google Calendar:
 
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0/r?cid=public.calendar@graemecollege.co.za

The community outreach boys want to do a very special drive this term. To welcome their new sister (Lilly) to Graeme
College they would like to do a drive to collect items for the home that Lilly came from. 

Obviously with the sensitive nature of the situation we cannot actually use the name of the home where Lilly came from
for confidentiality purposes.The boys would like to call this drive "Lilly's Home".

Having been in the home they require anything baby related such as clothing, wipes, bath products, washing powder and
staysoft.

There will also be a raffle to win a prize of R500 worth of dry wors. Tickets will be R5. 

All items must please be made for the attention of Dr Shaw. 

The class that donates the most items will receive a prize. 

2nd Hand Clothing Shop 

Community Outreach Project

http://bit.ly/GCcovidQ
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0/r?cid=public.calendar@graemecollege.co.za
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0/r?cid=public.calendar@graemecollege.co.za
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0/r?cid=public.calendar@graemecollege.co.za
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0/r?cid=public.calendar@graemecollege.co.za&pli=1
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdrMUWTNomexQgSRX7TBpmzXmz7ZuydDb0wWeEm9nu7OZSc5g/viewform
https://www.awsum.co.za/download-the-awsum-app-for-schools

