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Message from the Headmaster

WEEKLY NEWSLETTER
Thursday 28 September 2023

“Dragons' Den” is a reality television business programme, which allows several entrepreneurs an opportunity
to present their business ideas to a panel of five wealthy investors.

In the programme Dragons Den, promising entrepreneurs pitch their business idea/concept to the five Dragons
(venture capitalists willing to invest their own money in exchange for equity).

There is a subtle correlation to the reality television business programme and the current South Africa
education landscape which has evolved and which is becoming increasingly diverse and competitive. Today,
schools in the country have adopted a multifaceted approach to attract prospective parents and learners. This
involves not only imparting knowledge but also cultivating a distinctive educational philosophy that sets them
apart in a crowded field.

Much like any successful enterprise, schools recognise the importance of delivering a product that meets the
needs and expectations of their "customers" - in this case, learners and their families. This product goes far
beyond traditional classroom learning, extending into extracurricular activities, sports, arts and cultural
programs. The goal is to offer a holistic educational experience that nurtures not only intellectual growth but
also physical, social and emotional development.

“Decision making is easy when your values are clear.” – Roy Disney

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reality_television
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Entrepreneurs
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reality_television
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In South Africa's contemporary educational landscape, schools have not only evolved in terms of their
educational philosophies but also in their approach in attracting prospective parents and learners. One
significant aspect of this approach is the offering of bursaries and scholarships as a means to make quality
education more accessible to a wider demographic. While these financial incentives can be incredibly
beneficial, there is a growing concern that parents may sometimes be swayed solely by the allure of financial
support without thoroughly examining the terms and potential unintended consequences.

Bursaries and scholarships serve as powerful tools to bridge the gap between educational aspirations and
financial constraints. However, the potential pitfall lies in the fact that parents, in their eagerness to secure
financial assistance for their children's education, may not give sufficient attention to the finer details of the
bursary or scholarship agreement. This can lead to unintended long term consequences that may impact
both the learner and their family in unforeseen ways.

While bursaries and scholarships play a vital role in making quality education more accessible, it is
imperative for parents and learners to approach these opportunities with a discerning eye. They should
carefully review and fully understand the terms and conditions associated with the financial support,
considering both the immediate benefits and the potential long-term implications. By taking a measured and
informed approach, families can ensure that they make the best decision for their child's educational
journey.

Kevin Watson

Arrangements for the High School for the last week of term: September 2023- Grade 8-11

Grade 12 Exams: 

Academics

English Olympiad 2024: Call for Entries

The English Olympiad will be written on Tuesday, 5 March 2024. Entries for this Olympiad are now open. Boys
(currently in Grades 8 to 11) who are interested need to pay Ms Stamper R115 by Thursday 28 September 2023.
The cost includes the anthology which is to be studied. The theme for next year is “Resilience” and the
anthology will feature prose excerpts from various memoirs. More details are available to interested boys
from Miss Kenyon.
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Junior School 

Senior School

Congratulations to James Muir who has been nominated for the Leadership
Award in the Junior School for 2023. The award is open to all boys who
serve as Monitors in Term 3 and 4. All Grade 7 boys and Junior School staff
participate in a process of voting, which took place this week. It must be
noted that a great number of boys participating in the Leadership
Programme this year have done a great job and grown as young men. Well
done to them and well done to James! 

Congrats to the following leadership group, who have been elected as a Head of a Portfolio. They form the
backbone of our leadership model in the Senior School at Graeme. These leadership positions were announced
at assembly this morning:

Culture/ Diversity - Anezisa Mofu
Spirit and Sport - Murray Tyson
Marketing & Events - Kevin Bodie
Discipline - Sango Mayekiso
Academic - Chulumanco Mashiqana
Service - Sideeq Flannegan
Arts - Taynium Francis
Community Outreach - Makabongwe 
Mancam
Campus / Environmental - Samuel 
Hockly
RCL - Liyema Mbatyoti
Neilson - Byron Hunter
Wiles - Cameron Doyle
Hutton - Fumani Baloyi
Vernal - Ayabulela Golela

The great part of the Graeme College leadership model, is that the learner’s work across various portfolios,
and all learners are active in the various portfolios.
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Grade 4 Top 10
Term 3
1. CALLEN STEELE
2. GUSTAV JORDAAN
3. BENJAMIN SHAW
3. LIAM VIEDGE
5. JAYDEN SMITH
6. AMZOLELE GONGQOBE
7. OLIVER HART
7. CONNOR MOLLER
7. BAXTER ROBERTSON
10. PADEN NOSIB

Top 5 Effort Grade 4
Term 3
1. KAZIMLA KILI
2. THATO MOLEFE
3. CHRISTIAN TITUS
4. ABONGWE CEKISO
5. ONGEZILE NONGAUZA

Grade 5  Top 10
Term 3
1. Morné Bodenstein
2. Marc Riddin
3. Uthmaan Motara
4. Eric Griffin
5. Joel Chitsike
6. Carlon Brown
7. Cruden Miles
8. Cameron Peterson
9. Mason Sias
10. Leo Malamis

Top 5 Effort Grade 5
1. Julian Boy
2. Mason De Vos
3. Onothando Mbanzi
4. Banathi Bikitsha
5. Hamza Muhammad

Top 10 Grade 4-7

Grade 6 Top 10
Term 3
1. Tseliso Matsoso
2. Matthew Lamont
3. Jed van der Merwe
4. Kenzo Prince
5. Aqhama Sam
6. Uyapha Madodonke
7 Abakhe Luwaya
8. Cwenga Ramokolo
9. Sheraad Russion
Tied at 10: Slater Hart & Lusenathi Manzana

Top 5 Effort Grade 6
1. Mbasa Mpiyane
2. Lethabo Bayo
3. Alan King’oo
4. Luminathi Mnconywa
5. Adam Terblanche

Grade 7 Top 10
Term 3
1. Connor Holder
2. De Wet van Deventer
3. James Muir
4. Anesipho Mraji
5. Nathan Gongqa
6. Onako Kili
7. Gino 'O Brien
8. Mawande Mayalo
9. Tyler Bouwer
10. Daniel Czeredrecki-Schmidt

Top 5 Effort Grade 7
1. Eliyandro Kivitts
2. Hlonela Kuselo
3. Emihle Lombo
4. Batandwa Njoli
5. Miyolo Qabaka
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STEELBAND REHEARSAL TIMES

CHOIR REHEARSAL TIMES

Marimba Groups: *New Times*

Monday: 14h00 - 14h30  Beginner Steelband  (Grade 8)
  14h30 - 15h00  Intermediate Steelband (Grade 9)
Tuesday: 13h30 - 14h15  Senior A Steelband (Grade 12 and 11)
  14h15 - 15h00  Senior B Steelband (Grade 10)
Friday: 14h00 - 15h00  Senior A Steelband (Grade 12 and 11)

Junior Choir: Tuesdays 13:30-14:30
Wednesday: 13h30 - 14h30  Leopard’s Voice
Thursday: 13h30 - 14h30  Senior Choir

Mondays 14:00-14:30
Wednesdays 13:30-14:15

Music

Don't forget about the Book Fair at Graeme College in October- an amazing opportunity to buy some
wonderful books.
Books2You’s Jungle themed Book Fair offers children, teachers and parents alike, a MEMORABLE book
experience. One where reading is encouraged and books are celebrated.
There are hundreds of EXCITING titles to choose from, catering for each individual’s interests and age groups.
We’d love to welcome you into our magical world of books. A world where you can escape, lose yourself and be
inspired.

Book Fair
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Johan Carinus Art Centre had their Junior art awards exhibition on the 26th September celebrating the
creativity of their learners and the hard work they have put into their art this year.
GRAEME COLLEGE JUNIOR ART WINNERS:
GR.4
Gold: Kungawo Makaula
Silver: Tyler Terblanche
Bronze: Jayden Smith
GR.5
Gold: Hlanga Jongile
Silver: Morne Bodenstein
Bronze: Eric Griffin
GR.6
Gold: Matthew Lamont
Silver: Imibongo Lusu
Bronze: Slater Hart
GR.7
Gold: James Muir
Silver: Okuhle Gongqa
Bronze: Ezra Ter Bruggen
GR.8
Gold: Connor Richardson
Silver: Micheal Pretorius
Bronze: Andrew Wicks
GR.9
Gold: Mihlali Ngqinzi
Silver: Cian Keulder
Bronze: Leroy Adriaan
Well done boys!

Art
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Art
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This term, the grade 8s have been learning about the electromagnetic spectrum in Natural Science. The bit of
the electromagnetic spectrum that is most familiar to us, is visible light, which can be perceived by the human
eye. The study of light, known as optics, is not only an important research area in modern physics, but also a
fascinating chance to discover, amongst many other things, how rainbows form and how our eyes work.

Grade 8s



Templeton Drive, Grahamstown                 PO Box 281, Grahamstown, 6140 

info@graemecollege.co.za         www.graemecollege.co.za           Tel: 046 622 7227            Fax: 046 622 7491

A titration is a commonly used lab technique which allows an unknown concentration of a particular reagent
to be determined based on volumes of reactants used in a chemical reaction. The grade 11s have learnt the
theory of titrations in Physical Science this term, but as the term came to an end and a little bit of free time
opened up, they were able to actually perform an acid base titration themselves. This allowed them to perfect
their measuring and diluting skills, appreciate the value of the calculations used and recognise the importance
of good scientific methods to ensure accuracy and validity of results. To sweeten the deal, the team that was
best able to estimate the unknown concentration could win a treat!

Grade 11s
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Hirsch Shield Athletics Report
Our athletes participated in one of the country's oldest boys' athletics competitions - Hirsch Shield which took
place at St Andrew's College on 23 September 2023. The competition comprised three age groups: U14 (Sam
Gunn Shield), U16 (SF Edwards Shield), and U19 (Hirsch Shield). This year's 106 edition saw 13 predominantly
boys only schools from across the Eastern Cape Province converge in Makhanda for the coveted shields.
Mention must be made of our U16 boys who finished in 4th place in the SF Edwards Shield, 4 points behind the
3rd place, and 6 points behind 2nd place. Our U14s finished in 5th place in the Sam Gunn Shield division. Sadly,
our U19s finished in 10th place due a variety of reasons, from injuries to fewer entries and not doing
particularly well in those events that we competed in.
Below is a summary of our results.
U14 Results
Inam Masoma finished 2nd in the high jump.
Keathan Edwards finished 4th in 100m finals, 6th 200m finals.
C-Jay Jeggels finished 1st in 800m finals and 3rd in 400m finals.
U14 4x100m relay team finished 3rd in the 4x100m relay finals.
U16 Results
Aya Bill got a 1st place in discus, 4th in shotput and 6th in high jump.
Matthew Koopman finished 4th in 100m finals, 3rd in long jump, 5th in the 200m finals.
Esinako Jadi finished 3rd in 800m finals, and also 3rd in the 3000m finals.
Qhawe Mbelani finished 3rd in 110m hurdles finals.
Reuben Dollery finished 2nd in the Javelin.
U16 4x100m relay team placed 4th in the relay finals.
U19 Results
Samuel Hockly 5th in 800m finals, and 4th in the 1500m finals.
Khanya Pieters finished 4th in all his events i.e the 400m finals, long jump, and triple jump.
U19 4x100m relay team finished 5th in the finals.
We congratulate all our athletes for battling it out, and making a good account of themselves, especially in the
inclement weather conditions.

Athletics
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Hirsch Shield Athletics pictures below: 

Athletics
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Events

Above right: As it's our 150th birthday we want to give back! We
want to collect 150 seeds to help in providing an important resource
for families and communities who are in need of seeds for their
community gardens. Help us by donating a packet to school today!
Left: Every Friday for our junior school is Bok Day. We encourage
wearing the Springbok colours, green and gold, every Friday as a
visible sign of solidarity and to foster a sense of unity and optimism.
We hope to help harness the power of sport, to uplift spirits and
create a wave of positive energy across campus to show our
support. Just wear it!

Cricket
Exciting!!! Viwe Gana (OG 2022), has been involved with the Warriors
Cricket side already. Looking forward to watching his progress! Congrats
Viwe.
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Cricket
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The Community Outreach Portfolio boys were kindly invited to Hospice this morning.
Mrs Janine Peinke and Sister Sue spoke to our boys about what Hospice does in Makhanda and surrounding
areas in Port Alfred, Kleinemonde, Kenton on Sea and Alexandria.
Currently, Hospice provides support to 130 patients!
The Community Outreach Portfolio collected R10 000 in total towards the Hospice Drive. The money was spent
on items on their wish list: toiletries, adult nappies, gauze, bandages and paper tape.
We thank our Graeme College families for helping us to continue with the good work we do within our town.
“To Graeme College and Morgan White, one of their teachers, who fundraised for us in September to purchase
toiletries, adult nappies and other much needed supplies with the money they raised.
We are so grateful to you, and commend your Community Outreach Team.” - Hospice.

Community Engagement

Right: Grade 9KYF celebrating winning the
Hospice Drive this term. They bought an
astounding 163 ribbons to win the challenge.
Even more impressive, more than half of the
class have joined the Community Outreach
Portfolio!
We look forward to their contributions
towards our community.
Chocolate Lindt cupcakes were kindly baked
by Mrs Michelle Beyleveld. Thank you!

https://www.facebook.com/GraemeCollege?__cft__[0]=AZXMLl9rBE_QFbiNfhamfmAgEfXBr32bf3e-HQrFe7P2VtgJjTrGls4z1BUUHZ7o4acBKLJT_CgTtby89EMQ-Fe_ue0EUfljeBa2_H0y7gjlbQUc2UIiOx2WFp6XV9uiinV1OxCTMkwDk-55jh2BBc2loPcplJd1_BrDBucrxcZ9JLhWu-JQ73j77b-TDVAaJ2lZfwv1Yb1hoNACO7KqNcay&__tn__=-]K-y-R
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We are delighted to announce that Graeme College has purchased a full membership of the VIVE TEEN
WELLNESS application, which will enable ALL our learners to have full access to the app. It is something that
we have thoroughly investigated, and feel that this is a massive step in the right direction for the wellbeing of
our all learners. We are excited that every learner will have safe space to learn more about mental wellness,
and reach out for help if needed, in a number of ways. 
VIVE TEEN WELLNESS is an Artificial Intelligence enabled digital platform and smartphone application that was
built in South Africa. The first version was launched earlier in 2023, with several schools presently using the
full suite of functionality. The schools and learners that have been using the platform in recent months have
provided us with very valuable feedback that assisted us in planning the next phase of the roll-out.
During 2022 VIVE TEENS has been selected as a winner in the UpLink - World Economic Forum (WEF) Youth
Mental Health Challenge where it has competed with over 120 other mental health companies from across the
globe.
The platform is expected to launch internationally early in 2024, and as part of that process we are awarding
South African schools the opportunity to gain from a locally built application and support the mental wellness
of our children.
The Graeme College subscription starts from 1 September 2023, but we would like our learners to download
the application in the meantime, and familiarize themselves with it by referring to the various videos and
guides.
Here is a link to the video to understand what Vive is all about: https://fb.watch/mcK3MzNNrn/

Teen App
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Our commemorative plaques allow you to celebrate and appreciate the memories of your loved ones, honour
someone special or distinguish your family.
Our granite plaques are enduring and timeless. They are a fitting tribute on our beautiful new Indoor Sports
Centre and a valuable contribution to our school.
ADD YOUR NAME INTO THE HISTORY OF THE GRAEME COLLEGE CAMPUS FOREVER:
We are selling plaques to add to the new indoor centre... where you can add your name or family name into the
history of the building. The idea is to sell 150 plaques only; with regards to our 2023 celebrations.
Email your request to z.wille@graemecollege.co.za - we will send you more information re payment etc.
The plaques will be R5000 each and will be 270mm x 130mm. They are Rustenburg Granite - black/grey.
Lettering is 15mm in height. All funds raised will go into the extra building costs as well as equipping the
facility with sports and gym equipment.

Plaques for Indoor Sports Centre



Library times
The library will be open at first break only, every day. If you would like your son to study in the library in the
afternoons, you need to write a letter to the school to get permission. Thank you for your cooperation.

2nd Hand Clothing Shop 
The Graeme College second-hand clothing shop will be open between 13h00 and 14h00 every Monday,
Wednesday and Friday (excluding public holidays and school holidays). Please contact the school should you
have any queries.

Do you follow Graeme College on the following platforms?

Instagram:
@graemecollege
@graemeboys 

Awsum App
https://www.awsum.co.za/download-the-awsum-app-for-schools

Facebook:
Graeme College 

 

If you aren’t on the GC Community WhatsApp group - you can join by following the QR Code below or
communicate with your Class Register Teacher or Mentor Teacher.
Thank you.

Library 

Google Calendar
Please click on the link below to be directed to the school Google Calendar. The link helps you subscribe to the
school calendar which you can add to your phone, tablet or computer. Just click on the ‘plus sign’ at the
bottom right hand corner of the calendar.

Click here for a link: https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0/r?cid=public.calendar@graemecollege.co.za

Stay connected
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http://www.graemecollege.co.za/calendar.html

