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Message from the Deputy Headmaster

WEEKLY NEWSLETTER
20 October 2023

This was some of Mr Swift’s speech at the Junior School Prize Giving - and is the perfect blurb for our
newsletter because not everybody was there to hear it obviously. He spoke about Graeme College being a
‘World Class’ school - and spoke about us striving towards excellence each day- and moving away from
accepting any form of mediocrity. Look out for the poem he shared at the bottom of the newsletter message!
The more Mr Swift spoke, the more I imagined that we are exactly who Siya Kolisi was speaking about after the
Springboks Quarter-Final win. We hear the talk all the time that the Rugby World Cup means more to South
Africa than any other country. The same was for the 2010 Football World Cup. The rhetoric is that it brings our
country together like nothing else does. It is what drives and fuels the players - and maybe that's what is
behind our success. Not a trophy or fame - but rather nation building and unity; a common thread that links us
all together. The players feel it - they talk about it all the time. Francois Pienaar famously said it in 1995, and
Siya Kolisi is still talking about it. On Sunday, Kolisi referred to the team never giving up and chasing a lost
cause (referring to a great example of Cheslyn Kolbe charging down the conversation)... Kolisi referred to that
same feeling in the last world cup, and maybe if you look at the statistics after Sunday night’s Quarter Final,
the only way we could have one that game is by having some kind of X Factor, driving our players. Something
outside skill and tactics… I think that Graeme is the typical type of school that Kolisi is talking about. A proud
South African school - a REAL South African school. Graeme College is everything that is exciting about South
Africa - we are the future of South Africa, and we are an example of what excites the Springboks with regards 

“We play for the Nation. It's not about us on the field any more, it's about the people back home and that is
what’s driving us.” - Siya Kolisi
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to our country. Without evening knowing who we are - we are very much part of what drives the Springboks
to do well. I say that simply because of what happens here every day. We are excited about the present and
the future of our country, and we share the same nation building dream that Kolisi speaks about. Getting
back to Mr Swift’s speech; this is what we had to say, and you will hopefully feel the same link to what drives
the Springboks in his words:

“… GraemeCollege has worked its way very, very deeply into my heart. As a South African teacher, there is no
place I would rather be than at Graeme College – and I mean that with deep conviction. The thoughts that I
am sharing with you today about Graeme College are personal, they are my perspective – I recognize that you
may have a different perspective to me. I have no problem with that. But I would have a problem with your
perspective if it did not recognize and focus on what makes Graeme College special and what you are
personally going to do to make the school better, where you think it should be better.
My take on teaching and the life of a school community is that all of us – staff, boys and parents - should pitch
up at Graeme College every day and attempt to be world-class. I choose the phrase world-class
carefully. I don’t say pitch up and be perfect. There is no perfect school and if you think there is, then watch
out – if you choose to go there, then you might well make it imperfect. So that is my challenge to everyone
here today – staff, boys and parents – in our dealings with Graeme College, let us set out to be
world-class, every single day. And let each of us make an individual, conscious decision to be part of building
a world-class culture at the school. 

Let me tell you about aspects of school life that Graeme College is getting right when it comes to being world-
class. Here’s one… I have been away with Graemians in 2023 on the following trips: 1st team water polo to
the Oakhill Chukka Festival in Knysna, 1st team rugby tour to St John’s in Johannesburg, Grade 7 Camp to
Yellowsands outside East London, the Leopards Epic 3-day Mountain Bike ride and the Grade 7 exchange to
RBPS in Cape Town. That’s a lot of time spent with Graemians. In all of that time I did not have to deal with a
single incident of poor behaviour. Not a single one. That is quite simply world-class! In all this time away with
Graemians I found them to be kind, humble, empathetic, interested in their fellow Graemians and respectful.
In short – world-class. Having written this paragraph and then gone to break-duty this was the sequence of
events I experienced as I walked out my office: seeing Grade 7s high-fiving Grade 1s in the corridor, high
school boys going out of their way to come and greet me, a Grade 4 opening the door for me without being
asked…that’s Graeme College and that’s world-class.

Here’s another…I don’t say this to boast but to make a very valid point. In 2023 our u13A teams defeated
Grey from Gqeberha in cricket, rugby and squash. That’s world class. Which leads me to the quality of our
staff in terms of dedication, commitment and self-sacrifice…we need to be very conscious of how much our
staff give of themselves to the boys and the school, for absolutely no additional financial gain whatsoever.
That is absolutely world-class. Today Mrs Greyling will be handing out prizes to boys. The reason – to
celebrate that 2024 will be Mrs Greyling’s 30th year at the College. 3 decades of serving the school and
the boys with consistent commitment, dedication, cheerfulness and positivity – that’s world class. A word to
Mr and Mrs Watson and Mr van Molendorff - the passion you have for the boys and the school, the time that
you give to the school – it’s world class. Our communication with our parents and the school community
through our stunning weekly newsletter and Facebook page is world-class.

A great deal of our campus is world-class – the new indoor sports centre is testament to that. Listening to our
piano soloists and marimba band today, at a Junior School prizegiving, shows the strides that our music
department is making and I know that we need to watch that space in the coming years. I firmly believe that
for boys who have a measure of ambition and are willing to put in the hours and work hard, Graeme College
will give you a world-class education. One only has to look at recent Facebook posts of Old Graemians such as
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Dr Khonzisizwe Somandi receiving his Doctorate in the field of Medicinal Chemistry - at the age of 27 - and
Tashin Patrick qualifying as an Actuary to know that anything is possible at the College if you are willing to
give life a full go. Graeme College is a world-class South African space. Other institutions might have a shiny
external appearance that is enticing and beguiling, but they don’t offer boys the chance to learn to be South
Africans in the way that Graeme College does. In a country with a very
complicated and troubled past, Graeme College gives boys – and staff and families - a chance to learn
together, play together and live together in a way that shows the potential that we have as a nation to
succeed. South Africans living and working together in peace and wanting the best for each other. That’s
Graeme College. That’s world-class.
Listen to this saying…

“Education is what you have when you have forgotten everything you learned at school”

It’s telling us that a school shapes who we are and how we think about life at a profound level, beyond the
knowing of facts. It’s saying that school life is about more than knowing that the earth is tilted on its axis at
23.5°. Particularly in a nation like South Africa, it is critical that young people are given the chance to
understand each other, learn from each other and respect each other. Graeme College as a South African
space is world-class at doing just that – and never under-estimate the importance of this and the special-ness
of the school’s culture in that regard. What are our work-ons (things that we need to get better at) as a
school? A few details… Female staff being given deep respect by the boys without having to fight for it. In a
nation where women are on the receiving end of the worst that men have to offer, the College must be a place
where all our staff feel safe, respected and protected every time they set foot on our campus. Some boys
need to stop the tendency of making fun of a teacher when they stumble over a word. The practice is anti-
Graeme and cowardly. There needs to be a greater percentage of boys in each class who own academic
excellence as a normal function of school life. The boy who hands in a project that is sub-standard must feel
that he has let the side down and he becomes uncomfortable being sub-standard.
Our campus needs a few work-ons. For that we need parents and guardians to be world-class in their
payment of school fees. The payment of fees, on time and in full, will ensure that the school can complete the
projects it needs to and pay the teachers that it needs to. If you are already doing so – wonderful, thank you
and keep it up. You are a world-class member of the Graeme community.

So, Graeme College, let us not play games with the life and time that we have been given in this beloved
country at our beloved school: Boys – be world class, in the classroom, in the music rooms and on the
sports fields. Be world class in backing yourself and believing in the talents that you have been given.
Staff – be world class. Don’t be satisfied with what you have achieved in previous years. Continue to
challenge yourself in all aspects of school life. You are the backbone of the College. Protect your teacher’s
heart. Your ability to show kindness, to spark interest, to invest in boys’ lives, to have hope – these are the
critical factors that determine Graeme College’s trajectory over the next decade. Parents – be world class.
Love and discipline your boys. Encourage them, provide a consistent, disciplined and peaceful structure for
them at home that allows them to thrive. Back your son’s teachers (even when your boy is being disciplined)
and find meaningful ways to show appreciation to your son’s teachers. Pay your school fees. Make Graeme
College a place where you put down roots as a family and be a reason that makes the school succeed and be
great. As a community – let’s be world class. We don’t want Graeme College to be anyone’s stepping-stone to
greatness somewhere else. We want you to be great, right here. We want you to recognize that you are
privileged to be part of something unbelievably special, right here. And that you being world-class, right
here, enables and inspires others to do the same.
Let me close by reading you a poem that I came across recently. Find one phrase in the poem that speaks to
your heart and try and remember it.
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Excellence by Kutlwano Moloi

We will transform Africa
In the realm of mastery, where greatness is sown
There thrives a spirit, an excellence unknown
It is a pursuit of greatness, a relentless quest
A symphony of dedication, where souls are blessed
Excellence, a flame that burns deep within,
A drive to rise above, to conquer and to win.
In every endeavour, it sets hearts ablaze,
Pushing boundaries, surpassing old ways.
It’s the spark of passion, the fire in the soul,
Fueling the pursuit of a noble goal.
With unwavering commitment, it takes its stand,
Demanding the best from every willing hand.
Excellence knows no boundaries, no limits to bind,
It transcends mediocrity, leaving it behind.
It’s found in the artists’s brushstroke, the writer’s prose,
In the athlete’s grace, where victory flows.
In the classroom of learning, it yearns to ignite
Seeking knowledge’s depths, like a beacon of light.
It’s the hunger for growth, the thirst to explore,
Unveiling new horizons, forevermore.
Excellence is not perfection, for that is rare,
But the pursuit of greatness, the willingness to dare.
It’s constant evolution, a path to refine,
Pushing the boundaries of what’s deemed ‘mine’.
With discipline and focus, it moulds character’s clay,
Building resilience, day after day.
Through setbacks and challenges, it stands tall,
Adapting, transforming, breaking down every wall.
So let us embrace excellence, with hearts unafraid,
In every endeavour, let its essence pervade.
For in the pursuit of greatness, we truly grow,
Becoming the best versions of ourselves we can show.
In the tapestry of life, let excellence shine,
A beacon of inspiration, a legacy divine.
For in the realm of mastery, where greatness is sown,
Excellence blooms, a brilliance all its own.

The Springboks don't need to win every trophy - just their journey brings our country together. They are such
great role models for our learners; and currently such a great example of ‘excellence’ to emulate. They are
transforming our country; Graeme College is also doing its bit every day as well. 

G van Molendorff 
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Junior Prize Giving 2023
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Senior Prize Giving 2023
Thank you to our SGB Chairperson, Mrs Natalie Ripley, who handed out awards at the Senior School Prize
Giving. We also inducted the new Senior School Portfolio Heads at the service. It was a stunning occasion
which highlighted so much positivity at our great school.
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Grade 12 Valedictory Service
On Friday, 20 October 2023 the Grade 12s were honoured with a valedictory service in the School Hall. Mr
Watson led the Grade 12s into the hall, in much the same way that they were led into assembly twelve years
ago. These Graemians started their journey twelve years ago in the Junior School Quad as a fire had put the
hall out of commission. More and more joined along the way to become part of the Graeme College family.
The service started with a special tribute from the Grade 00s to the Grade 12s. They also handed over a "Good
Luck" card to each Grade 12. The Grade 12s were then honoured with special tributes from pivotal members
from their community. Dr Shaw delivered a special devotional message. A message of goodwill from the staff
was delivered by Mr Watson and a similar message of goodwill on behalf of the parents was delivered by Mrs
Ripley. Sonwabiso Sizani impressed all with his rendition of "Your Song" and the Graeme College Steelband
played the Irish Blessing with their usual aplomb. The Grade 12s were then presented with the video that had
been put together as a tribute to them. Finally, the Grade 12s were led out of the hall to bid farewell to those
that have taught them during their time at Graeme College. There were a couple of tears, and a few laughs. The
morning ended with the Grade 12s leading the school community in a few war cries in the street outside the
front gate.
We wish our Grade 12 Graemians well as they prepare for their final examinations. All of their time here has
been readying them for this point. They are about to start the next book in their life story. Only the final
chapter remains. We trust that the story in this final chapter will be one worthy of celebration.

Valedictory 2023
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"We cannot be separated in interest or divided in purpose. We stand together until the end." – Woodrow T.
Wilson. Some stunning special scenes from an emotional Valedictory today for our Matrics.

Valedictory 2023
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Bok Friday

In order to support and pay tribute to the Springboks, the Junior School all gathered for an aerial photo to be
taken.

Mr & Mrs van der Meulen recently were in Paris and had a photo with our rugby captain! We are pretty sure
they sent regards from our Graeme College family back home in Makhanda.

Academics

English Olympiad 2024: Call for Entries

The English Olympiad will be written on Tuesday, 5 March 2024. Entries for this Olympiad are now open. Boys
(currently in Grades 8 to 11) who are interested need to pay Ms Stamper R115 by Thursday 28 September 2023.
The cost includes the anthology which is to be studied. The theme for next year is “Resilience” and the
anthology will feature prose excerpts from various memoirs. More details are available to interested boys
from Miss Kenyon.
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Junior School 

Staff news

Our Graemians of the Week are Liam
Viedge and Ben Shaw for the
outstanding piano solos at our
prizegiving service. They really
impressed us, both with their technical
ability and their performance. Well done
boys! Be sure to give Courage a good
spot next to the TV on Saturday night -
he is a massive Bok fan.

Left: We celebrate Mrs Greyling’s 30th year
at our College. Three decades of serving the
school and the boys with consistent
commitment, dedication, cheerfulness and
positivity! 

Right: Our teachers all dressed up for prize giving!A comment
on Facebook was “All star line up right there”- we could not
agree more.
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STEELBAND REHEARSAL TIMES

CHOIR REHEARSAL TIMES

Marimba Groups: *New Times*

Monday: 14h00 - 14h30  Beginner Steelband  (Grade 8)
  14h30 - 15h00  Intermediate Steelband (Grade 9)
Tuesday: 13h30 - 14h15  Senior A Steelband (Grade 12 and 11)
  14h15 - 15h00  Senior B Steelband (Grade 10)
Friday: 14h00 - 15h00  Senior A Steelband (Grade 12 and 11)

Junior Choir: Tuesdays 13:30-14:30
Wednesday: 13h30 - 14h30  Leopard’s Voice
Thursday: 13h30 - 14h30  Senior Choir

Mondays 14:00-14:30
Wednesdays 13:30-14:15

Music

Don't forget about the Book Fair at Graeme College in October- an amazing opportunity to buy some
wonderful books.
Books2You’s Jungle themed Book Fair offers children, teachers and parents alike, a MEMORABLE book
experience. One where reading is encouraged and books are celebrated.
There are hundreds of EXCITING titles to choose from, catering for each individual’s interests and age groups.
We’d love to welcome you into our magical world of books. A world where you can escape, lose yourself and be
inspired.

Book Fair
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Above right: As it's our 150th birthday we want to give back! We
want to collect 150 seeds to help in providing an important resource
for families and communities who are in need of seeds for their
community gardens. Help us by donating a packet to school today!
Left: Every Friday for our junior school is Bok Day. We encourage
wearing the Springbok colours, green and gold, every Friday as a
visible sign of solidarity and to foster a sense of unity and optimism.
We hope to help harness the power of sport, to uplift spirits and
create a wave of positive energy across campus to show our
support. Just wear it!

Events

Community events
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Community Outreach Portfolio Endurance Hike.
Last weekend our boys embarked upon their hike in aid of Makhanda Butterfly Effect. The organization sets out
to sterilize animals to prevent spread of disease and unwanted puppies and kittens. The boys walked from
school to the N2 where they crossed the road to conquer Mountain Drive. Thereafter, we walked back to
school. This is approximately 20km. We thank our parents who also walked. Thank you to Mrs Koopman, Mrs
Mancam and Mrs Hockly for participating in our hike and for driving the support van. We thank the many
individuals listed below for sponsoring our boys on their 20km endurance hike for Makhanda Butterfly Effect. A
staggering R6 500 was raised which we used to purchase 68 bags of dog and cat food as part of the sterilization
initiative.

Community Engagement
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Community Outreach Portfolio
The school continues to donate towards Child Welfare Grahamstown!
We have collected socks for the purpose of making toys and second hand clothing.
A special thank you to Blake De La Mare who kindly donated a whole stack of soft toys towards the cause.

Community Engagement

Doing what we do best: giving back!!
Community Outreach Portfolio Makhanda Butterfly Effect donations.
The Community Outreach boys raised funds towards the Makhanda Butterfly Effect through a hike on Sunday.
The funds raised bought 68 bags of dog and cat food for the cause.
We dropped off the food at Grahamstown Veterinary Clinic this morning.
Dr Nicola Clayton and her colleagues gracefully received the donations and then showed the boys around the
practice. They spoke about the work they do at the practice etc.
This was a wonderful end to our year!
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On Saturday 14 October the Debating society travelled to East London to participate in the Merrifield
composite tournament day. This tournament involves all the entered teams being split into new teams based
on speaker roles. It gives the debaters the chance to debate outside of their normal teams and work with
speakers from other schools. The Graeme boys did well in both rounds with good speaker points being scored
by the individuals.
After the tournament the Graeme 1sts and 2nds faced a strong Merrifield outfit. These two schools have
cemented themselves as two of the traditional powerhouses of Eastern Cape debating. The Graeme teams
certainly proved themselves by each beating their respective opponent. These were solid wins gained by
exploiting strategic flaws and running solid case-lines.
Above and beyond the high level of debating, the Graeme boys proved themselves to be gentlemen and true
ambassadors for the school. Coach: Richard Gowar

Debating

Rugby

Well done to Batho Hlekani who has won Forward of the Year at the 2023
Ruggas Awards!
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The Graeme College u15 7s team were invited to the Champions Tournament held in Bloemfontein at Grey
College. The tournament features all the winners from the different series competitions throughout the
country.  After an early morning and long day travelling the boys were ready to test themselves against some
of the country's top 7s rugby schools .
Graeme College's first pool games were against the host school, Grey College, on their reunion weekend. The
boys could have not asked for a better start with an outstanding and dominant victory against the much
favoured Grey College. The final score was 19 - 17, thereby ending Grey College’s 35 game winning streak and
becoming a crowd favourite.  The second pool game was against a very physical Helpmekaar on the last game
of day 1, unfortunately the boys went down 22 - 15. Needing a big win in the last pool game, the Graeme
College team started day 2 with another impressive and clinical win against Kempton Park Hoerskool with a 24
- 12 win. Advancing to the semi-final, Graeme faced a strong Boland Landbou team. Graeme College showed
dominance, scoring and taking the lead, unfortunately 2 yellow cards allowed Boland Landbou to take the lead
by 2 points. The Graeme boys did not give up and managed to score a try on the hooter, by regathering a chip
through ball out of the oppositions hands, to dot down for a try. The Cup Final was between Graeme College
and Grey College. Grey started off really well and a yellow card for Greame, saw them trailing at half time 19 -
0. The second half, Graeme College showed real heart and came back scoring 2 quick tries. Unfortunately Grey
College managed to hold on and win the final 27 - 12. The u15 7s made both Graeme College and the Eastern
Cape very proud, finishing 2nd in the Champions Tournament and playing exciting and skillful rugby.  
Results:
Pool Stage: Graeme College 19 - 17 Grey College, Graeme College 15 - 22 Helpmekaar, Graeme College 24 - 12
Kempton Park Hoerskool
Semi Final : Graeme College 20 - 17 Boland Landbou
Final: Graeme College 12 - 27 Grey College

Rugby

mailto:graeme.college@capitolcaterers.co.za
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Pictured far left: Well done to Ashton
Burger. He won the U13 Bay Squash
Open in Port Elizabeth last weekend.
An excellent achievement.

Well done to Morné Bodenstein who
was runner-up at the U11 Bay Squash
open last weekend. 

Squash

Below left: Well done to Joshua Smith (runner-up) and Matthew Weber (winner) of the U11 C-Section Bay
Squash Open in Port Elizabeth.
Below right: Well done to Eric Griffin who was runner-up in the U11 B-section at the Bay Squash Open in Port
Elizabeth.
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Well done to our u11A tennis boys on their victory against Kingswood this week.

Tennis

Cricket
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The 1st team waterpolo team played in an exciting 4-all draw against SAC 3rd/4ths on Wednesday this week.
The boys scored some great goals and played some decent water polo. Practices take place in the VG pool on
Tuesday and Thursday next week.

Waterpolo
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We are delighted to announce that Graeme College has purchased a full membership of the VIVE TEEN
WELLNESS application, which will enable ALL our learners to have full access to the app. It is something that
we have thoroughly investigated, and feel that this is a massive step in the right direction for the wellbeing of
our all learners. We are excited that every learner will have safe space to learn more about mental wellness,
and reach out for help if needed, in a number of ways. 
VIVE TEEN WELLNESS is an Artificial Intelligence enabled digital platform and smartphone application that was
built in South Africa. The first version was launched earlier in 2023, with several schools presently using the
full suite of functionality. The schools and learners that have been using the platform in recent months have
provided us with very valuable feedback that assisted us in planning the next phase of the roll-out.
During 2022 VIVE TEENS has been selected as a winner in the UpLink - World Economic Forum (WEF) Youth
Mental Health Challenge where it has competed with over 120 other mental health companies from across the
globe.
The platform is expected to launch internationally early in 2024, and as part of that process we are awarding
South African schools the opportunity to gain from a locally built application and support the mental wellness
of our children.
The Graeme College subscription starts from 1 September 2023, but we would like our learners to download
the application in the meantime, and familiarize themselves with it by referring to the various videos and
guides.
Here is a link to the video to understand what Vive is all about: https://fb.watch/mcK3MzNNrn/

Teen App
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Our commemorative plaques allow you to celebrate and appreciate the memories of your loved ones, honour
someone special or distinguish your family.
Our granite plaques are enduring and timeless. They are a fitting tribute on our beautiful new Indoor Sports
Centre and a valuable contribution to our school.
ADD YOUR NAME INTO THE HISTORY OF THE GRAEME COLLEGE CAMPUS FOREVER:
We are selling plaques to add to the new indoor centre... where you can add your name or family name into the
history of the building. The idea is to sell 150 plaques only; with regards to our 2023 celebrations.
Email your request to z.wille@graemecollege.co.za - we will send you more information re payment etc.
The plaques will be R5000 each and will be 270mm x 130mm. They are Rustenburg Granite - black/grey.
Lettering is 15mm in height. All funds raised will go into the extra building costs as well as equipping the
facility with sports and gym equipment.

Plaques for Indoor Sports Centre



Library times
The library will be open at first break only, every day. If you would like your son to study in the library in the
afternoons, you need to write a letter to the school to get permission. Thank you for your cooperation.

2nd Hand Clothing Shop 
The Graeme College second-hand clothing shop will be open between 13h00 and 14h00 every Monday,
Wednesday and Friday (excluding public holidays and school holidays). Please contact the school should you
have any queries.

Do you follow Graeme College on the following platforms?

Instagram:
@graemecollege
@graemeboys 

Awsum App
https://www.awsum.co.za/download-the-awsum-app-for-schools

Facebook:
Graeme College 

 

If you aren’t on the GC Community WhatsApp group - you can join by following the QR Code below or
communicate with your Class Register Teacher or Mentor Teacher.
Thank you.

Library 

Google Calendar
Please click on the link below to be directed to the school Google Calendar. The link helps you subscribe to the
school calendar which you can add to your phone, tablet or computer. Just click on the ‘plus sign’ at the
bottom right hand corner of the calendar.

Click here for a link: https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0/r?cid=public.calendar@graemecollege.co.za

Stay connected

Templeton Drive, Grahamstown                 PO Box 281, Grahamstown, 6140 

info@graemecollege.co.za         www.graemecollege.co.za           Tel: 046 622 7227            Fax: 046 622 7491

Right: Journey through more than
150 years in our Graeme College
history. Our book is still available to
buy and will be treasured by
everyone who buys it- we promise!

This book is a culmination of years
of work by Peter Breetzke & Ernie
van Hille.
Order Information: Contact Zoe
Wille: z.wille@graemecollege.co.za

http://www.graemecollege.co.za/calendar.html

