
info@graemecollege.co.za

PO BOX 281,  Grahamstown,  6140

www.graemecollege.co.za t: 046-622 7227   f: 046-622 7491

Templeton Drive, Grahamstown                 PO Box 281, Grahamstown, 6140 
info@graemecollege.co.za         www.graemecollege.co.za         Tel: 046 622 7227         Fax: 046 622 7491

Templeton Drive, Grahamstown                 PO Box 281, Grahamstown, 6140 

info@graemecollege.co.za         www.graemecollege.co.za           Tel: 046 622 7227            Fax: 046 622 7491

Message from the Headmaster

WEEKLY NEWSLETTER
3 November 2023

At this time of the year public schools around the country undergo “QMS” which is an education department
performance management system for school-based educators. Part of this process involves interviewing staff
on general issues. I thought I would share a summarised version of an interview with one staff member.
“I had to find a more permanent position. The only advertised position was at Graeme College. People “in-the-
know” told me I would never get the job, but I applied for it anyway. I was interviewed, and to my great
surprise I got it!

I was not unhappy in my previous position. I had merely moved because I needed full time employment. I was
soon to discover, however, that Graeme College was a magical place. I had not been unhappy, but at Graeme I
was happy. The main reason for this was (and indeed probably still is) the boys who attend this school. Here, in
little old Makhanda, one can get a glimpse of how the world should be. And, no, perhaps we don’t always get it
right, but there is something special here. Graemians accept each other. They band together to support each
other. They know they need the adults around them and so accept them too. Graeme College has always felt to
me like home. Like any home, things do not always run smoothly. Sometimes there is fighting, but I think that
we can be very proud of our end product. There is ample opportunity for boys who want to achieve to have the
scope to do so. If they manage to learn the value of hard work, their road to success will pave itself. At the very
least, I think we can say that we give our young Graemians the skill to succeed in a tough world. When our
Grade 12s leave, they are able to hold their heads up high because they can be proud of the people that they
have become. 

“Teachers open the door, but you must enter by yourself” – Chinese Proverb

https://www.quotes.net/quote/9085
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Society puts a lot of emphasis on happiness. Happiness comes from within. It cannot be generated by
changing your circumstances. It is up to us to be the best versions of ourselves. We need to shed some of our
preconceptions and accept that we are all people. Our humanity needs to be seen as our most important gift.
It makes us able to relate to other people. It is through the people in our lives that we can assign meaning to
our existence. 
I have been privileged to teach such a wide range of children in my time at Graeme. Some were academically
gifted, some gravitated to sport and others to cultural activities. Each and every one of these children is
special. They would have to be.
Graeme College is not perfect. No school is. But it is a wonderful place to be. It has an amazing sense of
community. It has a special group of learners. It has a genuinely caring staff. I cannot really explain it. It
steals from the magic. It is inexplicable. 
School is a stepping stone. It is often a means to an end. It plays a role in preparing children for tertiary
education and the working world. Last week, we celebrated valedictory. There is something special about
trawling through the photo archives and marking the passage of time from Grade 1 to Grade 12. There is
something truly magnificent about knowing these young men for the twelve years of their schooling. The
intimacy of this is well worth celebrating. Many of the boys cry nostalgically at valedictory. Many of their
parents and teachers cry too: it is amazing to acknowledge that in this short time, our Graemians are all
grown up and are ready to fly the nest. 
It doesn’t really matter how you look at it. This is the place to be.

Mr Kevin Watson

English Olympiad 2024: Call for Entries
The English Olympiad will be written on Tuesday, 5 March 2024. Entries for this Olympiad are now open. Boys
(currently in Grades 8 to 11) who are interested need to pay Ms Stamper R115 by Thursday 28 September
2023. The cost includes the anthology which is to be studied. The theme for next year is “Resilience” and the
anthology will feature prose excerpts from various memoirs. More details are available to interested boys
from Miss Kenyon.

9KYF decided that the Mathematics class needed a class mascot. They affectionately call their Mathematics
teacher, Ms White, "The Great White". It was therefore decided that a shark should be the Mathematics
mascot! 9KYF have named him "Pi-shark-oras" after the number Pi and Pythagoras.

English Olympiad

Maths
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Maths
The inaugural Mathematics 100 Club members for 2023.
Front row: Noah Tabensky, Rhys Wiblin, Curn Jonas, Indiphile Pona, Leroy Adriaan, Luphawulwethu Madolo,
Joshua Scheepers.
Middle row: Samuel Hockly, Makabongwe Mancam, Liyema Merile, Leon Mwepu, Chulumanco Mashiqana.
Back row: Lubabalo Yamdeu-Youmbi, Jayden Brits, Nicholas McKeown.
Congratulations!

Below left: Nicholas McKeown of 10LN was inducted into the Mathematics 100 Club for a THIRD time this year!
He achieved 100% for his test on Sequences and Shapes.
Congratulations on pure mathematical quality, Nicholas!
Below right: Leon Mwepu of 10LN was inducted into the Mathematics 100 Club for achieving 100% for his test
on Sequences and Shapes.
Congratulations!
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Science
The Grade 10 Life Science learners had the incredible opportunity of visiting the Albany Museum and the
Devonian Ecosystem Project hosted by inspiring, real life palaeontologists Dr Prevec and Dr Gess. The boys
were treated to insightful talks by these experts in their fields, bringing so much depth and richness to the
content that had been covered in class. They were also able to see, and even handle!, some real fossil
specimens. A massive thank you to Dr Prevec and Dr Gess for sharing their time, knowledge and passion with
us.
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Junior School 

Staff news

Frederick Tladi in Grade 2 is our
Graemian of the Week last week and he
watched the rugby final with Courage
the Leopard. Listen to this for a
wonderful citation..."ALWAYS on best
behaviour in my classes; picking up trash
without being asked; respectful,
friendly, caring, helpful, responsible and
accountable to teachers and peers
alike". Wow Frederick that just sounds
like a Super-Graemian! Keep it up young
man, we are really proud of you.

Liam Agnew (OG 2018), is currently doing an internship at
Graeme… and is now headed to INDIA!!! Not the worst time to
go either - he might catch one or two World Cup games while
he is there. 
He is ACTUALLY traveling to present his honours research
thesis based on ‘Pre-season bowling-related exercise volume
and injury incidence among adolescent cricket pace bowlers in
Makhanda, South Africa’. The research focuses on the demands
the young athletes, specifically fast bowlers, of today are
challenged with and digs deeper into the importance of having
a well-balanced approach to training to optimise training
regimes while also reducing the risk of injury.
He says:
“I'm eager to share my findings at the 7th World Congress of
Science and Medicine in Cricket hosted in Chandigarh, India
between 3-5 November 2023. I believe that by sharing my
research and engaging with the cricket community in India, I
can help make a positive impact on the lives of young
cricketers and promote injury-prevention training methods.
I'm looking forward to this exciting opportunity and the
chance to learn more about the cricket culture in India.”
Liam was a top 1st XI cricketer and leader at Graeme. He also
represented the NMU 1st XI while studying there. We are so
proud of him!!! What a great guy and we are thrilled with his
success. 
Enjoy India!



Templeton Drive, Grahamstown                 PO Box 281, Grahamstown, 6140 

info@graemecollege.co.za         www.graemecollege.co.za           Tel: 046 622 7227            Fax: 046 622 7491

Science education plays an important role in helping children develop communication, critical thinking,
problem solving and logical thinking skills. These skills aren't just important for science class, kids will use
them throughout their school and working lives. The Grade 00 loved their adventures in the labs last week with
Dr Gush and Dr Shaw.

Grade 00
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The Grade R class were scientists for the day and even did real science  experiments with Dr Gush and Dr Shaw
in the “big boys” Science Labs!

Grade R



Templeton Drive, Grahamstown                 PO Box 281, Grahamstown, 6140 

info@graemecollege.co.za         www.graemecollege.co.za           Tel: 046 622 7227            Fax: 046 622 7491

STEELBAND REHEARSAL TIMES

CHOIR REHEARSAL TIMES

Marimba Groups: *New Times*

Monday: 14h00 - 14h30  Beginner Steelband  (Grade 8)
  14h30 - 15h00  Intermediate Steelband (Grade 9)
Tuesday: 13h30 - 14h15  Senior A Steelband (Grade 12 and 11)
  14h15 - 15h00  Senior B Steelband (Grade 10)
Friday: 14h00 - 15h00  Senior A Steelband (Grade 12 and 11)

Junior Choir: Tuesdays 13:30-14:30
Wednesday: 13h30 - 14h30  Leopard’s Voice
Thursday: 13h30 - 14h30  Senior Choir

Mondays 14:00-14:30
Wednesdays 13:30-14:15

Grade winners for Afrikaans Best Speakers are Daniel Coetzee (gr4) Joel Chitsike (gr5) Slater Hart (gr6) and
De Wet van Deventer (gr7). Well done to all who participated. Below right: Joel Chitsike took Grit home last
week. He did extremely well at the Afrikaans Best Speakers held yesterday by winning best in the grade and
overall  winner!

Music

Afrikaans Best Speakers
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Debating

Congratulations to Noah Tabensky who has made
the preliminary SA debating squad, meaning that
he is in the running to make the national team.
The national board has changed things a bit this
year in that they have decided to select certain
speakers onto the squad before nationals and
that the rest will be filled at nationals. From here
on there is further training and selection
processes to decide on teams.

The Grade 4 class came to see Mr Watson after they have been working superbly well recently. Congrats young
Graemians.

Grade 4
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The SPCA showed off their new vehicle last week at the school to thank the Graeme College family for
contributing towards the new vehicle.
What a wonderful initiative to be a part of. How a society treats their animals says a lot about that society!

Community Engagement

Community Events
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Graeme u13a vs Lillyfontein u13a
Graeme 327-1 in 30 overs
James Muir 69*(Retired)
Tyler Bouwer 62*(Retired)
Connor Holder 56*(Retired)
Caleb Jattiem 52*(Retired)
Lillyfontein 50 all out
Daniel Hanlon 3-0
Iyazi Zwedala 2-8
Iminathi Mali 2-4
Graeme Won by 277 runs

Below left: The U11A Cricket side is our team of the week last week. These boys were incredible on and off the
field on their tour to Knysna and never lost a match too! Below right: Well done to the following boys who
received certificates for the Junior Cricket Achievement Awards

Junior Cricket 
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Loved and adored! Our very own Springbok, Batho was pictured signing shirts, as all the boys want his
signature for when he plays for the Springboks one day! They were also wishing Bathu lots of luck for the
Springboks U20 training.

Congratulations to Tayniam Francis on being selected as Head of First Aid for 2024.

Rugby

First Aid
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Well done Graeme- winners of the annual Bailey Tennis Cup! The Warwick Bailey Cup is the competition that
determines the school's actual tennis strength, as players from the U10 age-group up to the open age-group
compete.
Final scores: Graeme 115
Kingswood: 78
St Andrews: 96
PAHS: 5

Senior Tennis:
1st results
GC vs Marlow: GC won 13-2 (matches). Pictured below.
GC vs Pearson: GC lost 5-17 (matches)

Tennis
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Well done to our u11 tennis boys on their victory against St Andrews Prep this week. What a wonderful way to
end a great year of tennis.

Tennis

Results from Junior Tennis: 
U13A tennis match vs SAP U13A
GC won 54-51
U13B tennis match vs SAP U13B
GC lost 65-57
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Our water polo players traveled across town to play against Kingswood. We went down in both matches, with
the key work-on being how quickly boys respond - both in reading the game and to the ref's whistle. Results as
follows:
u15A vs Kingswood u15A 2 - 12
1st vs Kingswood 1st 2 - 8

Waterpolo

Tennis
Jed van der Merve won his u12 Section in the Wilson Tournament recently. He went on to beat Daniel Hanlon
6/5 in the semi's. He lost the final to finish 2nd, while Daniel won his playoff to finish 3rd - well done boys!
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The Stanley club put together a formidable team to play our 1st XI last Friday. Graeme College always loves
playing against the Stanley CC. It is always such a challenge for our players, but more importantly, it’s also a
great opportunity for our players to learn more about the game and how it should be played.
Graeme won the toss and elected to bat. The 1st XI got off to a poor start losing Mdyesha in the first over, and
conservatively started to rebuild while the bowlers seemed to dominate. The experience of the Graeme batting
lineup, meant that they rotated strike superbly and built partnerships around Aphiwe Mnyanda, who was
outstanding on the day. Mnyanda ended with 75 not out, off 63 balls. Ethan Beyleveld got to the crease late in
the innings but had enough time to completely alter the course of the game. He only needed 11 balls to do that,
as he unleashed some incredible power hitting to end on 38 not out. That partnership saw Graeme score more
than 50 runs in the last two overs, and Graeme ended on 169/ 4 after their 20 overs.
The Stanley team had more than enough fire power to chase down that total, so Graeme needed to be clinical.
Marcus Williams set the tone in the first over. He only conceded 11 runs in his 4 overs, while Mnyanda conceded
12 in his 4. Which meant that Stanley were always under pressure to reach their target. It was a great contest
and enjoyed by everybody. Stanley’s ended on 117/ 9, with Graeme winning by 52 runs.
Meanwhile up the road, the u15A team also had a great contest against St Andrews under lights on Knowling
Field. St Andrews scored 136/ 9 in their 20 overs with Andrew Muir picking up outstanding figures of 5 for 24. In
reply though, Graeme were restricted to 123/ 7 giving St Andrews a win by 14 runs.
Summary of Scores:
1st XI vs Stanley CC
Graeme 169/ 4 after 20 overs.
Aphiwe Mnyanda 75*
Ethan Beyleveld 38*
Stanley 117/ 9 after 20 overs.
Marcus Williams 2 for 11
Ajay Jeggels 2 for 14
Kevin Geldenhuys 2 for 18
Murray Tyson 2 for 34
Graeme won by 52 runs.
SAC U15 A 136 - 9 in 20 overs
Andrew Muir 5-24 (4)
Enrique Strydom 3- 23 (4)
Graeme College u15A 123-7 in 20 overs
Olothando Jaca 23
Chris Zimmermann 23
Lisekho Nzinyane 16*
GC lost by 14 runs

Senior Cricket
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Another great win against Grey. Some great pics from the u15A match against Grey High. Congrats men!
Unfortunately the u14A went down, after a convincing performance by Grey. 
Summary of results:
Graeme College u15A vs Grey
Grey 107 - 4 in 20 overs
Lisekho Nzinyane 2 - 7 (4)
Erin Nelson 1- 19 (4)
Rhys Wiblin 1- 27 (4)
Graeme College 110 - 2
Olothando Jaca 39*
Enrique Strydom 33
Chris Zimmermann 26
GC won by 8 wickets
U14A vs Grey
Grey 215 after 20 overs.
Graeme 115/ 3 after 20 overs.
Grey won by 100 runs.
Photo credit - Donovan Behr

Senior Cricket
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Graeme wins intense 1st XI match against Grey.
The Graeme 1st XI got off to slow start in their T20 match against Grey High,  but to their credit the Graeme
batsmen maturely developed partnerships, with Kevin Geldenhuys (32) and Aphiwe Mnyanda (25), giving the
innings much needed impetus. That enabled Ethan Beyleveld to finish the innings in sublime fashion scoring 33
off 16 balls. Graeme ended with a respectable 139/ 6 after their 20 overs. Although the pitch seemed to be
slowing up, Graeme would need to be clinical in order to defend their total. Corby van Heerden had other ideas
though and his 37 off 24 balls, damaged the Graeme confidence, as he batted superbly in the powerplay. Ajay
Jeggels made the big breakthrough for Graeme by bowling van Heerden before Christiano Jasson then picked
up two crucial wickets, opening the door for Graeme. From that point Graeme had a near perfect performance
in the field. The bowling was outstanding and fielding maybe even better, resulting in three run outs and some
great catching.
In the end, the Graeme bowlers held their nerve under intense pressure to win by 8 runs. All the bowlers were
exceptional on the day. Congrats boys 
Summary of scores:
Graeme 139/ 6
Ethan Beyleveld 33*
Kevin Geldenhuys 32
Aphiwe Mnyanda 25
Tiaan Grundling 2 for 27
Zander Nutt 2 for 32
Grey 131/ 7
Corby van Heerden 37
Marco Giaconi 27
Juan Upman 20
Christiano Jasson 2 for 27
Graeme won by 8 runs.

Senior Cricket
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We had such a stunning evening on Wednesday night with the 2024 1st XI Squad kit handover.
The King family extended their incredible sponsorship into 2024, and we are so excited and grateful for their
support.
We have spoken so much about the incredibly strong bond with the King name, and that’s what makes this
relationship so meaningful. We set such high standards for our cricketers, and having the King name across our
chest, sets those standards and expectations even higher. When Graeme plays against the Stanley XI, the man
of the match award is actually called the ‘Cuan King Award’. He name is blazed all across the honours boards in
the change room. It’s quite inspiring to see how many times his name features up there as an Honours
Cricketer at Graeme.
Thank you to Leard, Charmaine and Zinta for joining us, and for supporting our school and our cricket team yet
again.
Our 1st XI has done well this year with some massive results going our way, leaving our team currently ranked
16th in the country (SA School Sports).

Senior Cricket
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Bokke-day best dressed winners for last week Friday: 
Gr1 - Blaine Horn
Gr2 - Leo Labuschagne
Gr3 - Josh Potts
Gr4 - Khazimla Kili + Christiaan Kemp
Gr5 - Jethro Ter Bruggen
Gr6 - Daniel Hanlon
Gr7 - Dylan Bellingham
Overall winner - Daniel Hanlon
Staff winners - Mr Bodenstein and Mrs van der Meulen

Bok Day



Templeton Drive, Grahamstown                 PO Box 281, Grahamstown, 6140 

info@graemecollege.co.za         www.graemecollege.co.za           Tel: 046 622 7227            Fax: 046 622 7491

Last week’s Bok Mad Day was a wonderful way to celebrate and support our Springboks. Have a look at some
of these pictures.

Bok Friday
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There are four pillars which hold up our school. Our learners, our community, our staff and our parents. Last
week our parents surprised the staff with an ‘Appreciation Tea’ just to say thank you for the hard work that
they do. And we are so incredibly thankful for the tea, but even more so for the gesture. But we are going to
turn this post around on them… we have the most incredible parent group imaginable. The fact that they came
together like this, is just indicative of that. So thank you so much, to the most amazing parents that a school
can have. We are humbled and thankful, but we are also so proud of our community. Thank you to Ellouise
Muir and Cameron McConnachie for initiating the tea, and then putting it together with a massive range of
parents from across the whole college. 

Staff Tea
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The First Aid team held their annual end of season braai. Despite the rain, it was a very joyful occasion. Sadly
we said goodbye to our three matric First Aiders who have done so much for this group over the past 5 years. A
special thank you was made to Mr Craig Visage from Ambivent for his support, guidance and help this past
season. Our new Head of First Aid for 2024 was announced and we congratulate Taynium Francis on receiving
this roll. Our First Aid team has gone from strength to strength and we look forward to another successful
season next year.

First Aid
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Campus
Our peacocks look particularly beautiful this Spring as they fan their dazzling train for the ladies during mating
season and strut around our campus. 
Did you know? Their quivering feathers emit and amplify a low-frequency sound inaudible to human ears.
Depending on whether they want to attract females from far away or up close, they can change the sound by
shaking different parts of their feathers! Amazing!

Dear Google  Earth
Can you see us?
We support South Africa!
Stunning drone footage of our campus.
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We are delighted to announce that Graeme College has purchased a full membership of the VIVE TEEN
WELLNESS application, which will enable ALL our learners to have full access to the app. It is something that
we have thoroughly investigated, and feel that this is a massive step in the right direction for the wellbeing of
our all learners. We are excited that every learner will have safe space to learn more about mental wellness,
and reach out for help if needed, in a number of ways. 
VIVE TEEN WELLNESS is an Artificial Intelligence enabled digital platform and smartphone application that was
built in South Africa. The first version was launched earlier in 2023, with several schools presently using the
full suite of functionality. The schools and learners that have been using the platform in recent months have
provided us with very valuable feedback that assisted us in planning the next phase of the roll-out.
During 2022 VIVE TEENS has been selected as a winner in the UpLink - World Economic Forum (WEF) Youth
Mental Health Challenge where it has competed with over 120 other mental health companies from across the
globe.
The platform is expected to launch internationally early in 2024, and as part of that process we are awarding
South African schools the opportunity to gain from a locally built application and support the mental wellness
of our children.
The Graeme College subscription starts from 1 September 2023, but we would like our learners to download
the application in the meantime, and familiarize themselves with it by referring to the various videos and
guides.
Here is a link to the video to understand what Vive is all about: https://fb.watch/mcK3MzNNrn/

Teen App



Templeton Drive, Grahamstown                 PO Box 281, Grahamstown, 6140 

info@graemecollege.co.za         www.graemecollege.co.za           Tel: 046 622 7227            Fax: 046 622 7491

Our commemorative plaques allow you to celebrate and appreciate the memories of your loved ones, honour
someone special or distinguish your family.
Our granite plaques are enduring and timeless. They are a fitting tribute on our beautiful new Indoor Sports
Centre and a valuable contribution to our school.
ADD YOUR NAME INTO THE HISTORY OF THE GRAEME COLLEGE CAMPUS FOREVER:
We are selling plaques to add to the new indoor centre... where you can add your name or family name into the
history of the building. The idea is to sell 150 plaques only; with regards to our 2023 celebrations.
Email your request to z.wille@graemecollege.co.za - we will send you more information re payment etc.
The plaques will be R5000 each and will be 270mm x 130mm. They are Rustenburg Granite - black/grey.
Lettering is 15mm in height. All funds raised will go into the extra building costs as well as equipping the
facility with sports and gym equipment.

Plaques for Indoor Sports Centre



Library times
The library will be open at first break only, every day. If you would like your son to study in the library in the
afternoons, you need to write a letter to the school to get permission. Thank you for your cooperation.

2nd Hand Clothing Shop 
The Graeme College second-hand clothing shop will be open between 13h00 and 14h00 every Monday,
Wednesday and Friday (excluding public holidays and school holidays). Please contact the school should you
have any queries.

Do you follow Graeme College on the following platforms?

Instagram:
@graemecollege
@graemeboys 

Awsum App
https://www.awsum.co.za/download-the-awsum-app-for-schools

Facebook:
Graeme College 

 

If you aren’t on the GC Community WhatsApp group - you can join by following the QR Code below or
communicate with your Class Register Teacher or Mentor Teacher.
Thank you.

Library 

Google Calendar
Please click on the link below to be directed to the school Google Calendar. The link helps you subscribe to the
school calendar which you can add to your phone, tablet or computer. Just click on the ‘plus sign’ at the
bottom right hand corner of the calendar.

Click here for a link: https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0/r?cid=public.calendar@graemecollege.co.za

Stay connected
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Right: Journey through more than
150 years in our Graeme College
history. Our book is still available to
buy and will be treasured by
everyone who buys it- we promise!

This book is a culmination of years
of work by Peter Breetzke & Ernie
van Hille.
Order Information: Contact Zoe
Wille: z.wille@graemecollege.co.za

http://www.graemecollege.co.za/calendar.html

